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The Contents of theſe Three | 


CHATTER S 


i 


- 6+ of the Primitive. Church before her diſper- 
ſton. 


The Churches firſt perſecution by the Heathen Empeyours. 
The Flight of the Church into the Wilderneſſe. 

The two Wimeſſes. 

The riſmg of Antichriſt, his ſeven heads and ten hornes. 


The prafliſe of Antichriſt and his Clergy againſt the 
Church, 


The Image of the Beaſt. 
The Marke of the Beaſt. | 
The Name and Number of the Beaſt. | 
The End of the Beaſt and dejtru&ion of his City. | 
The eare of th' End of the World diſcovered by th* Author, | 


The ſecond Beaſt, and his two hornes. | 
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His dread and Soveraigne Lord, 


J AME s thefirſt, of Exgland, 
Scotland, France and Ireland, 
King, &c. Grace and 
Peace, 


Ow many there are ( moſt Noble King ) that 

have aimed at the unfolding of this divine and 

hidden Prophecy, would require the kill and 

wvertue of a Prophet 10 refer. *T ſufficeth to 
know they have all left the mark very faire and open for 0- 
thers to hit ; Where. howſcever their Zeale, by privi- 
ledge of charity, may find excuſe, yet their ignorance and 
errour, Within theſe caſes ( no leſſe hurtfull to the Rea* 
der, then dangerous to the Writer )} may not find the like 
grace. 

What I have ſeen or dreamt, I feare net to offer to the 
cenſure of t1e, the diſcoverer of error, and Mother of 
truth, appointed from above, th'only indubitate touch-ſtone 
of ail druine and Prophencall enterpriſes. 

And although your Highneſſe may doubt of my bold and 
hardy direton in this dangerous and ſcopulous ſea, wherein 
fo many great and learned Pthts have overſhot the Cape, 
as one that feareth all Phyſitans for that he hath fallen in- 
to the hands of ſo many unskillfuil ; yet foraſmuch as the 
Church is ſicke, and theplyſitk: of this propheſte needſull, 
I could not chuſe but ſpeak the things I know, leaving to your 


| Prancely guſt to iudge whether the Needle of my Compaſſe 


bee truer toucht then theirs. 
A2. And 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


And for this prophefie was direfed chiefly unto 
Kings, unto 4 King I have the rather preſumed to recom- 
mend the ſame: and unto Tou (moſt noble King) before all 
other, whoſe fame of wiſedome, Juſtice, and goodneſſe, hath 
advanc'd your name afd Scepter higher then any power of 
greatneſſe can doe. 

And ahhough it bee preſented by one awaked out of time, 
yet if it may find but a litle proteion under your gracious 
favour for a ſeaſon, yeares and age , I doubt not, will give 
it admiration and honour enough. 

In hope of which grace moſt humbly I reverence your 
moſt Princely hands, commending all their labours to the 
God of Heaven, who hath exalted your arme fo high and 
made you ſo honourable throughout his world. 
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CHAP. XL 


1. The regenerate Chriſtians only are the Church 
and heritage of God. 

3. Thereſidue are outcaſts and refuſed. 

| 7, Of the two teſtifiers and preſervers of truth, 
| 13. Antichriſt killeth them, but the Lord reſto- 
reth them life againe. 

- 15, Great diſſention ariſeth thereupon : the day 

of judgement is foreſhewed. 


VERS. 1. 
And there was given me a reed, like unto a mete yard : 
and the Angel that ſtosd by me, ſaid, Riſe and meaſure 


| the Temple of God, and the Altar, and them that adore 
| therein, 


REPAS in a common ficld, a good Surveyor 
Wy! doth meaſureout each intercommoners 
4, {cverall, by ſtake or by rod: foin the 
/ | wide and common field of Chriſtians, 

QI the Lord commandeth his ſervant John 
; Ta ſurvey and apportion our his Church and partage, 
þ | which heſeverech from the cefidue of carnall Goſpel. 
| lers,and ſuch like outcaſts; in recommending unto 
} us their inward frame and renewed graces, under the 
| appellation and names of the Temple of God, the _ 

| A3 


nd 
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and them that adore therein: meaning, that as in the 
Tabernacle -o0f the congregation, the holy and moſt 
holy places (wherein ſtood the Table of rhe Shew 
bread, Candleſtick, Altar of incenſe, Ark, propiti- 
atory and oracle of god, over-covered within and 
without with Angel gold, into which places none 
but the prieſts might enter & adore) were ſeparated 
by a vail fiom the outer Court, where the brazen al- 
tar was erected for all the honſe of Iſrael to enter 
and ſacrifice, & which therefore was call'd the Court 
of the people:ſo in the common field and Vniverfitie 
of Chriſtians, they onely are the Church and heri- 
tage of God, which are TanRified in heart, and holy 
in life and conyerſation, and ſeparated(by the vail 
of regeneration, that is ro ſay, by the tears of true 
repentance, and the aſſurance of pardon, and recon- 
ciliation unto God in Chriſt leſus,ingraven in the ta- 
bles of their hears by the finger of the Spirit)from 
all carnal profeſſors and nominal Chriſtiaos,ia whom 
1s but an ourward face and proteſtarion of the name 


of Chriſt oncly. 


DE 


—— _—————— 


VERS. 2. 


But the haje Court which is without the Temple, caſt out, 
and meaſure not, for it is given to the Gentiles : and 
the holy City ſhall they tread under fort two and forty 
months. | Tas 


Ru as for thoſe Common Carholique Chriſtians, 
here reſembled to the baſe Court which is*without 
tbeTemple, becauſe they are bur overcaſt onely with a 
profeſſion of my name,which heare my word, & par- 
ricipate my Sacraments,and yet are ſeparated by an 
unregenerate heartas by a vai'yfrom thoſe Altarsand 
hap whom my name is honoured, caſt forth,ſaith 
the Lord, and meaſure not; for howſoeyer ſuch unlea+ 
3 | | vened 
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vened companions ſeem t» boaſt in the name of my 
Church, and in the proteitirion of a Chriſtian call- 
ing, yet they are ſo farre from belonging tro my pe- 
culiar, faith the Lord, as that I have given them up 
in reckoning with the repcobate of the Gentiles, and 
they ſhall juſtifie mine account and rejeftion of 


them,by their like uncircumciled carriage and hea- 


theniſh converſation : for they ſhall no leffe defile 
my holy Cirie, thar is to ſay, they ſhall no lefſe hare, 
accuſe, perſecure, and keep under water the rrue 
and ſanRifted Chriſtian, then do the heathen and un- 
ciurcumciſedgas by over-long experience js wel known 
to the Church of God, which hach been, is, and 
ſhall be ( rill her czptivitie be rerurned)oppoſed for 
melancholy, mad, new,fa&tious, (chiſmaricall, hereti- 
call, by Chriſtian Catholiques, policicians, Atheiſts, 
carnall Goſpellers, and ſuch heatheniſh proteſtors 
like to theis. 

And that the Church of God may nor look for 
other or betrer entertainment at thet- her inzercom- 
moners hands, ſke is here (by the predererminate 
counſell of God) ro be rroden like a way, by theſe 
Gentiles an1 heach-niſh Chriſtians, 42 monerhs, 
meaning moneths of yeers, to eve:y maneth ac- 
counting(by propheticall ſupp1ation) rhirtie yeers, 
as in the verſe followi:g ſhail be further manifeſted; 
confounding therein rhe Remiſa-ies of Rome, who 
ſweat ro perſw2de thar they are bur moneths of days, 
thereby ro rurne the worlds eye from the great 
Antichriſt that now is, to 4 pertie Antichriſt which 
ſhall never come, 


VERS. 3. | 

And I will give to my two witneſſes, end they ſhall prodheſte 
a thouſand two hundred and ſixty days cloathed in ſackcloth. 
Dirivg which time of the Churches diſgrace and 
$.- A 4 deſ$- 


Mal 4. 5- 


4 An EXPOSITION of the 


deſolation, for te greater comfort of her Children, 
and judgement of her adverſaries, 1 will, faith the 
Lord 3 I, by a wonder full ourſtrerched providence, 
will preſerve vnro the world the light and power of 
my ewo Teſtamen:s, to guide their knowledge and 
converſation into the waycs of peace. Whereby rhe 
Lord manifeſtly reproveth the grotſe ard vaine &X- 
peRation of thoſe; that rranflate his meaning in this 
place ro the coming of Henoch and Elas: whereas of 
Aenochs return, either in ticſh or in ſpirit, rhere is no 
ſyllable of promiſe in all the Scriptures,andas couch- 
ing the ſpi- icuzIl rerurne of Elias promiled, is alrea- 


Mat, 11.14. dy performed as the Lord himlfe proveth. 


[Exg4.4.6. 


[Dan g.2 


Now touching the time of their keeping watch 
while the world fl-epeth, the Lord voweth it ſhall be 
42. moneths before meationed ; which hceing 
Alklved into dayes, afrer the Kalender pf the rc- 
brews ( whoſe year Gid drive thirty daves to every 
moneth , aud rwelve moneths co every year ) «- 
mount ro the jalt number of 12 50. days here ſpeci- 
fied : which compurazion of the years is obſerved 
throughout the whole Bible, Daniel onely excepred, 
who counteth aiter the nic aud fhile of cre Chalde- 
ans, m whoſe ron/-vcs aud amonglt whom he wrote 
2nd conſequent'y thy m neths being Propherica'l, 
tit !Sto tay, mone'Þs of years, ro each accounting 
munrry Yeurs, the re gne of Antichiift muſt necds e11- 
dE 1260. vears. Which manner of reckoning years 
by dayes, thouph it ſeem Hrange, is uluall norwi:h- 
ſtanding with che P.ophers of God, and therefvre is 
called Propheticall, as Ezekie! a day for a yeare, and 


** Dane's feventie weeks are weeks of years,every week 


conraining ſeven yeais,as throughout this Prophetig. 
Allo the moneths are moneths of years, ro every 
moneth accounting thirty years. From whence we 
conc'ude, Antichriſts three years anda'halle, ny 

cle 
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here and in Damel, deciphered by a time, times, 
and halfe a rimg, to be years of years, every year 
containing » 2- moneths of years, which amount to 
360. years, and multiplied by three and a haife, do 
12 the totall amounc to 1260. years. 

And to the end the world may cake berter notice 


of theſe his two reſtifiers and preſervers of truth, the 


Lord commenderh the knowledge of the patics, 
by the deſcription of their Garments, in ajingahey 
are chathed in ſackclath , thereby nor onely dillever- 
ing their teſtimonies ſrom all the fofr and court] 
commentaries of flcſh and blood, which for the mo 
are raiſed with infeRed matter, and veſted with afte- 


&ed ſte 3 bur a'fo reaching us thar no man can re- 
raine ro the Lord, before wham they miniſter, un- 
I: he ſerve in the ſame livery that they doe, and 


in faſtivg and ſackcloth, and rrue repentance, as 


an turne over the leaves of his life and pilgcimage 
Z his ſervants the Prophers and Saints have done. 


VERS. 4. 


heſe are the two Olive branches, and the two Candleſtichs + 
which ſtand in the preſence of the Lord of the Earth. 


Nd rheſe my rwo Teſtaments are thaſe rwo O- 
live Trees ( foith the Lord ) deſcribed by my 
,ophet Zachary, which ſtand and frufifie before 
e River of the earth for ever and ever. For their 
aſe, that is to ſay, their word and judgements ſhal 
ither wither nor fade, though heaven and earth 
ould pciiſh ard melt away. And they are aifſo two 
andleſticks, which carry in them the light of my 
uth,and powcr of my Spirir,the great Moderator of 
taven and carth. 


VERS, 
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And if any man will hurt them. fire ſhall come forth of their Þt 
mouth, and devoure their enemies , and if any mt: will DT 
hurt them, ſo muſt he be ſlaine. os 


A Nd if any man ſhall wreſt their word from the 
£ 4 a;jme and intention of their meaning ( faith 
the Lord )' or turne their Propheſie out of the way, | 
by perverting or clipping the honour or purpoſe of 
their word, the fire of my wrath denounced by the 
the mouth of theſe my two Teſtarents ( for though 
they be two, yet they have but one mouth ) ſhall 
ſurely judge and execute thoſe lovers and rhakers of 
lies : and for the more aſſurance of chis ſentence a- 
eainſt them, the Lord dorh iterate the curſe and 
vengeance of his heayy diſpleaſure, ſaying, And if any 
man will hurt them,ſo muſt he be ſlaine ; meaning (I ſay) 
by hurting , all manner diminiſhing of the words} 
of their reſtmonie by fall, blaſphemous,and lying ex-| 
poſicions, as ſome have done. on 


FOE: "Ay 
VERS. 6. el 


Ti:ſe hve pwwozr to ſhut h:24v2n, that it rain? not in thef | 
dayes of their Frophete, and they hav? power over the "g 
witzrs, t) turae th:m into blood, and t» ſmite the earthÞ'< 
with all miner of plaz42s, ſn often as they will. 

Or the Lord hath rouche1 che mou;h of theſe <7 
his rwo P:ophers, as he did che mouch of Jeremy 

&the reſt of his {e:vanrs,of whom he ſaith, Behold thi 

dry havel ſet the over Nations and "Cingom;, to plutk ut 


lerk 


799 outd2itroy an1 thro v down, baild ant plant. And in a 16 
nother place, Therefore have I cut them downe by 
Prophztz, and ſtain? them by the wards of my mouthfy; 
Such privil:dgzs che Lord hath given to theſe hi = 
two Teſtament, that if chey once ſhat the heave "upp 


that ic rajac not in the dayes of their Traquey g, 
tha: 7 
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that is to ſay, if they denounce a famine of che bread 
- ff liſte, towit, the word and knowledge of God ; 
r pronounce a ſword ro come upon a Nation, King- 
ome, or People, which the Lord here fignifieth by 
urning waters into blood z or if it pleaferh rhem to 
ophefie ( which the Lord here calleth to firike ) 
f any Peſtilence. Earth quake, or other judgement 
0 come, ſuch power is given them, thart if rhey ſay 
he word, ic is done, as ir is written, Heaven and 
arth ſhall periſh, hat the words of their Prophefie ſhas! 
t paſſe till all be fulllfiled. 


of VERS. 7. 
by nd when they ſball have finiſhed their teſtimony, the 
ne} beaſt which aſcendeth from the depth, ſhall wage battell 


againſt them, and kill them. 


r4s {A Nd when his ſervants the Prophets and Apoſtles 
x1 ſhi]! have fulfilled their courle, and be tranſlated 

om the land of their labours, ro the land of reſt, 

__ Faving to the world the inheritance ( as it were) of 
eir miniſtry ſcaled up in the two Teſtaments of God, 
d preſerve the feare of his Name, and the know- 
- the "ge of his pleaſure among the Sons of men, which 
artþÞ< holy Ghoſt callerh fimſbing therr teſtimeny ; 
nr chriſt the Beaſt, whoſe proper p'ace, whence he 

, and whither he muſt, is here deſcribed by the 
ame of the depth, ſhall nor onely hurt and wound 
em hem by fſlanderous and lying Expoſitions, as hiz 
| thiYlecys and AﬀeRs doe, but ſhall ſer his feet u-0n 
'Rithheir Necks, and tread downe their divine authority 
mn Ay the advancing of his curſed keyes, and the beauty 

by MF his whoriſh Church above them, which the Spirit 
noul'Rllech waging battell, inhibiring them ro Propheſie, 
\c IF teach the words of their teſtimony vulgarly. And 


the 


heſe 


-AVEIDt onely putting them to ſilence, bur alſo repro- 
dey ng, condemning them for corrupters, ſeducers, 
| 4 " J ” and 


.8 An EXPOSITION of the - 
and fowers of herefies among the people 3 whict 
preſumpiuous blaſphemy and murder , the 5piiifee. 

- diſcovereth in ſaying that he ſhall overcome chem, Qe 
and kill chem. ui! 


VERS.8. - 

And their carkaſſes ſhall remaine in the ſtreet of the greqy,. 

City, which is ſpiritually called Sedome and Eg ypth, 4 
where their Lord alſo was crucified. 


Nd the-lerter or text of their reftimony, whicþhj 
the Spirir callech their corps cr carkaſſes, ſhakj,, 
ren aine in their Hoſes, Cels, Temples, hang ahe 
their girdles through all the Cities and Kingdomgyer 
where the Beaſt and his Church is adored 3 which, ; 
in regard of their number be here named the great 
City, ſo in reſpeR of their execrable worſhip and a 
dulterous fervice, contrary to Gud and his hply Ci 
ty, they are here called alſo ſpiritaally Sodome z me 
ning} that as Sodome her Siſtcr did forſake the law #! 
fell uſe and preſcription ot narure, and wrovght fil} 
thineſſc againſt nature ; ſo theſe loathing truth, ang, } 
loving lies, ſhou!d ere& ſtrange oblarions and propif * + 
tiatious, as contra! y ro the ofterings and ſatisfactigro 
ons of the Saints, as was the fin of Sodome oppolirhat] 
T0 Nature. Dre 
And ihe Spirit further calleth them by the namhat 
of Egypt, for thar in blindnefſe and haidnefſe dhe 
heart they every way match the preſunmpruous anfhre 
mdurac Egyprians, ſtill purſuing and perſecurinfas | 
the t:uth, as Fharavh did lirae!y tiil the God of Iradg y 
deltroy them by the Spiri of his mouth, as he di&er 
Phnach and his hoaſt by water. 0 
And in further dereſtarion of the cruell murche 
and inmranirie of this Beaſt and his adherents, t 
holy Ghcſt layeth che blood of the Prince of t 
Coycranc 70 their charge alſo, as cunningly as : 
ram 


[i 


ir 
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hink to convey his murther, and poſt it over to Je- + 
falem. For 3s the Lord doth lay the blood of his 
rant Abel to the charge ot the Scribes and Pharj- 
es of his own time, although he were ſhaine long 
'Þefore thoſe Phariſegs were borne, or Jeruſalem 
vilded, becanſe they were the very image and live + 
yimitation of his brother that murtchered him : ſo 
holy Ghoſt doth here Jay rhe innocent blood of 
E: he Lord of glory to, the Charge of this Crucifier, 
Nnd his Citizens, becauſe they are the Children and 
peneration of that high Prieſt,and thoſe murtherers 
hich cryed, Away with him, crucifle him, crucifie him. 
ſhaKid that we ſhould not marvell thereat, the h ly. 
8 Whoſt in another place goeth further, and fait, In 
meyer ſhall be found the blood of the Apoſtles and Prophets al- 
hich, and all that ever for the teftimonie of the truth were 

grefame on earth. 


0 2 NN Oe COLOR  ————— 
2 VERS. 9. ; 
nerd there ſhall of the tribes, and people, and Gentiles, ſee 
laws their dead bodies three dayes and a halfe, and ſhall nzt 
© fill ſuffer their corps to be laid in monuments. 


ana Nd all Nations and Kingdoms where the Beaſt is 
opif * worſhipped ( whom the holy Ghoſt for their 
attifrophanation in life and Religion, callech Gentiles ) 
olirhhail have, handle, and gaze upon the letter and 

prps of his rwo witrehies three days and a halfe, 
amhhat js to ſay, the time, times, and halfe a time, 
ſe qherein the Beaſt ſhall Reigne and perſecute, even 
anfcee prophericall yeares and a halfe, accounting 
winfas in Ezekzel) all dayes for years. Neicher ſhall 
(rachey ſufter the word of their Prophefie ro be read, 
 difþened, underſtood, and laid up in the hearts of the 

ople, the true and naturall monuments and ſepul- 
rthehers, wherein the teſtimonle of their words ought to 
, ti incerred. 
f t 
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VERS. 10. or 
And the inhabitants of the earth ſball be glad over the rl 
and ſhall ſend gifts one to anther, becauſe theſe tn tl 
. Prophets tormented them that dwell upon the earth. 


Nd all the worſhippers of he Beaſt, here nore| ,+ 

io” rneir number,by the inhabiranrs of the earth ,p 
ſhall clap their hands over their owne inventiony },, 
and r:juyce in the death of the truth, and mak ; 
merry wich Bonefires, Vigils, Feſtivals, Procefſions} 
and in roken of joy, they ſhall ſend ( as the Spicy ar 
faith ) gifcs one to another. Kings, and Princes, ar 
people ſhall preſent and endow the Beaſt and hy ,, 
Church wich dooarions, immunities, poſlefhong q, 
gold and filver ofterings, &c. and rhe Beaſt (on cth}— 
other fide } ſhall requite their kindnefſe with title: 
bels, pardons, buls, and ſuch like : and the Spirf 4 
yeildeth a reaſon of this their wicked and ungod| 
comfort, becauſe thcy had pur our the eyes, pf | 
wo Prophets, that thei whoredomes and pmwphs 
nations might not be reproved 3 rhen which, nc 
thing can be greater torment to the wicked, nqde 


more unfavoury to them thar perſh. fa; 
CHAS. Id. Þ 
And after three dayes and a halfe, the Spirit of life fra, 


God entred into themand they ſtood upon thetr feet a 2 
great feaxe fell upon all that ſaw them. tg 


Nd foraſmuch 2s in the death and exterminatioffri 

of Antichriſt by way of dependencie, confiltethhi: 
the life and reſurreion ( as it were ) of the Scrigy 
rures ; the Spirit foreſheweth, that after che reighſb) 
ard perſecution of rhe Beaſt, which here ( as in tiÞof 
ni! th verſe ) is degermined by three dayes and fo 
halfe. God will raiſe up faithfull and prudent Prietian 
Shepheards of underſtanding hear rs,who ſhal righe! 
divide the words and teſtimonies of his two ay h 
c 
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1 ſes, which the holy Ghoſt fignifierh, in ſaying that 
theSpirit of life from God entred into them : for is 
the lerter 8. text of the Scriprure is the corps there- 
of, ſo their true intent and meaning is the Spirit and 

| life of chem 3 and by the faithtull miniſtry of ſuch as 
Ted the Lord ſhall raiſe in and about thar rime, and for 
ITY that purpoſe,the teſtimony of his two Prophers ſhall 
Ny he reftored to their ſtrength. and ( as it were )) ro 
Dart their walking againe, which the Spirit fignifieth in 
2nSl ſaying, They ſtood npon ther ſeet, as well to the rerrox 
PIF and aſtoniſhment of all lying and ſtupidious expoft- 
» al] tors, as to the fear and admiration of the children 
d If and juſtifiers of wiſdome, as the holy Ghoſt conciu- 
ion{ derh, ſaying, And great feare fell upon all that ſaw them. 


1 thi—— — : 
irle: VERS. 12. | 

Spirf And I heard a loud xvice from heaven, ſaying, Come up hi- 
2odlf ther : and they went up into heaven in 4 cloud, and their 
f bY enemies ſaw them. - 


phy A Nd the reſtauration of the true meaning of the 
» nq* © Scriptures, which their enemies fo long kept un- 
nqder, by all unjuſt and cunning ſhifrs, ſhall be more 
famouſly knowne and publiſhed, then that they 
may any longer hinder or ſtop the glorious courſe of 
their wonderfull inſtauration, which the Spirit in- 
 F'Arendeth in ſaying, that 1 hea:d a woice from heaven, 
eMzlaying, Come up hither ; meaning that ir ſhould be 
more pofiib!le for their enemies ro ſtay E/jas Charior 
naticfrom aſcending, or pull the wind back from purſuing 
iltethis point, then to reſiſt the wiſdome of the ſame, the 
Scrifftwhich ſhall vindicare the abuſe of the Scriptures,and 
reigiſby the power of their miniſtry ( as in the ſtrength 
in tof a cloud ) ſhall hold them up, and reſtore them 
and fo their ſpirituall and heavenly meaning againe : 
Tieltand the Beaſt with all his Sorcerers and lyers, which 
ighcſhave been their iong and ancient enemies, ſhall ſee 
yincſthe glory of their regeneration,and wonder, and die. 
fe VERS. 
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And in that houre there was made a great. eanth-quake, 
and the tend part of the City fell, and there were (lain: 


I2 


in the earth-quake names of men ſeven thouſand, and the! 


reſt were caſt into a feare, and gave glory to the Gol 
of heaven. 


ANd at ſuch time as it pleaſed God to begin his 


work of inſtauration, and to c2uſe rhe day-ſpring 


of his Goſpel ro ſhine ont of the night of Anrichriſts| 


garkneſſe; the abominable and deſolate profayation 
of the Beaſt, which had ſo long time over-caſt the 
earth, was in ſuch ſort diſcovered, that the very rooc 
of his throne and uſurped authoritie was dangerou- 
flyſhaken,which the holyGhoſt cloſely folderh up,in 
ſaying, There was made a great earth-quake. And further 
fore ſheweth,rhat ont of this concutlion there ſhould 
ariſe ogreat defeRion, that the repth part of his 
worſhippers ſhould revolt from him, and that this 
revolt ard defeftion muſt coft the lives of many 
thouſand men,which the Spirir orrererh in a manner 
of ſpeech ſtrange ro us,buruſual with the Sc: iprures» 
calling men names of men,as Chap. 3.4.and meaning 
by ſeven thouſand many thonland.ufing the derermin- 
are number of ſeven indefinitlv, and for a number 
® determinate;as it is alſo in Scripture ofren. Which 
broils and bloodſhed concerning the inftiturion of 
religion, are ſo ſufficiently reported in the Com- 
mentaries of Bohemia anq4 Germanie, and in the 
troubles of France and Flanders, and other Nati+ 
ons, as if it were purpoſely regiſtred in proofe of 
this propheſie 
Laſtly, the Spirit concluding. foretel/erh that 
many kingdoms in this defe&ion, ſhould quite for- 
ſake the Beaſt, and haſte them out of Babylon home 
again to build the walls of Iernfalem, and to reſtore 
the morning and the evening Sacrifice of praiſe and 
thankſgivivg 


I - 1-5 
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thankſgiving, as in the former time, and in the dayes 
of old: in ſaying, And the reſt were caſt into a feare, and 


| gave gry to the God of heaven. 


PP — 


_— 


VERS. 14. 

The ſecond Woe is gone, and behofd the third Woe will 
come quickly. | 
T** firſt woe was the blaſphemy of Arianiſme, 

which the holy Ghcſt in the nicth Chapter moſt 
aptly reſembleth unto a ſmoake aſcending from the 
depth, ſaying, That the Swun was darkned, and the aire 
with the ſmoakg of the pit; meaning by the Sunne, the 
Son of God 3 and by the aire, the word of his truth, 
by whoſe onely meane and .interpolition, the objeR 
of his Deitie was truly diſcerned: and in regard of 
this firſt we which was kindled by Arizs, where- 
with the inhabitants of the earth ( zs the Spirit fore- 
rold ns ) ſhould be tormented five nicneths, meaning 
monerhs of yeares, which by Prophericall account a- 
mounteth to ene hundred and fifty years, which was 
the time of the Arian perſecuticn , as in the Ec- 
tlefiaſticall Hiſtories mere plainly appeareth, 
The holy Ghoſt, Ifay, in regard of. this fiſt 
woe » -caileth the tragicall reigre of Antichriſt 
the ſecond woe, whoſe long time of ryrarny within 
this Chaprer, in a generall manrer is deciared, and 


- | in the 13. Chaprer ſollowing. more particularlyand 


exaQly diſcovered, though ar the writing of this Pro- 
pheſie, it had his being onely in the foreknowledge 
of God, and was nor yet begon to be ated, much 
lefſe fully ended : yer in reſpeR it is here in a gene- 
fall manner fully revealed, the Lord ( ro whom all 
things paſt and ro come are preſent ) ſaith, The ſecond 
Foe 7s gone, upon dete) mination whereof the third 
woe muſt enſue ; which, for ir ſurpaſſeth both the 
former in terror and greatnefſe, the holy Ghoſt 
bringeth it in with a word of audience, Behold, the 


, B third 


Mat, 24+ 
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third woe will come,meaning the great and terrible day 
of the Lord, fore-denounced by his ſervants the Pro- 
phets, in the which all Nations ſhall ſtand as vo 
ners before him, and receive every one according to 
the wayes wherein their heart hath walked. 

Aud becauſe the day of the Lords comming inf ] 
glory, and conſummation of the world ſhall nor long} t 
tairy after the determination and conſumprion off ;; 
Antichriſt ( as in the laſt verſe of the thirteenth! 6 
Chapter following , ſhall be more fully de- 
clared ) the holy Ghoſt adderh the word quickh, as af jr 
preciſe note of his ſpeedy comming, which our Lord} - 
alſo in another place confirmeth by a like word zm- 
mediatly, ſaying, And immediatly after the tribulation off 4 
thoſe dayes, ( ſpeaking of the tyrannous reigne of th 
ſelfe ſame Antichriſt ) they ſhall ſee the Son of m 
comming in the clouds of the are. | 


| 
( 
4 
C 
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VERS. 15. B 

And the ſeventh Angell ſounded with a Trumpet, andther 
were made loud wices in heaven, ſaying, The King\'P: 
domes of this world are made our Lords and his Chriſte 
and he ſhall reigne for ever and T Amen. he 


H underſtanding of this veNe dependerh upo "_ 
the 8. Chapter, where iris ſaid, And when be hal, 
opened the ſeventh Seale, there was made ſilence in heavenq,, 
c. And I ſaw ſeven Angells ſtand in the ſight of Godj;. 
and there” were given them ſeven Trumpets, &yc. Whenhey,; 
rhe holy Ghoſt meanerh by the Lamb, the Son fg; 
God, and by opening the ſeaventh Seale, a more patagy 
ticular diſcovery of all ſuch things as concerne thifes ; 
eſtate of his Church from his aſcenſion to his cont, 
ming in Majeſty, divided into ſeven as, declared 
ſeven Trumpets, ſounded by ſeven Angels, of whic 
acts the ſixth was the pageant of the delolation q, 1 
Antichriſt ; the ſeventh and laſt is the comming « th 
thy. 


— 
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ay | the Lord in the clouds of Heaven, and conſummation 
'0-| of the world, uttered in theſe words, And the ſeventh 
(o-} Angel ſounded with a Trumpet, and with a loud woice pro- 
to} clatmed, the Kingdomes of this world, ſo long time uſur- 
ped by Monarchs and Antichriſts, which by righr of 

inf Lordſhip and Inheritance, did evermore belong to 

ng} the God of Heaven, and Prince of the Covenaar, ſhall 
off gow at length be reſtored tro the right Lord and Jaw- 
nth} full owner, and of his reigne, deminion and glory, 
de-| there ſhall be no end, as the Spirit concludeth, ſay- 
as af ing, And he ſhall reigne for ever and ever. Amen. 
ord ” —_— 


"a VERS. 16. \, 

in off And the four and twenty Elders which ſat an therfſeats in 
thi the fight of God, fell on their faces, and adoring God, 
man} (aid, We thanke thee Lord God Omnipotent, which art, 
which wajt, and which ſhalt come., becauſe thou haſt re- 
ceived thy great power and brighmeſſe. 


Y the foure and twenty Elders is meant the teſtimony 
therd of Moſes and the Prophets, who for thar they 
Ginghſpake by the ſeven-fold Spirir of Majeſty which bur- 
miſtgueth night and day about the Throne of Ged, are 

here faid to fir on their ſeats in the fight of God. 

And for thar their judgements denounced from time 
UPOFro time agai: ft Antichriſt and his Werſhippers , are 
e bl now juſtiuird vpon them, and the everlaſting King- 
aVAdome of the Lord their God ( who hath ſtretched 
_ Vis wings ſt: om Sea ro Sca, and from rhe river to the 
7 he nd of lands ) is now, ſet up for evermore z there- 
ON Fore the Spirit (ſaith, thar they fell on their faces, and 
& Pakdoring the juitificacion of God, brake forth in prai- 
Ee Uliſes and thank(giving, ſaying, We thank thee Lord God 
xe Omnipotent, Oc 
[4 ——_ 


— 


whid —& & VERS. 17. 
on Und the Gentiles were angry, and thy wrath is came, and 


_ | the time of the dead to be judged, and t» render reward 
B 2 's 
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20 thy Servants the Prophets, ani Satnts. and to them} 
that feere thy Name, little an? great, and to deſtroy | 
them that have corrupted the earth. | 


ANG all Kingdomes , Nations and people which! 
have evill intreared Jeruſalem, and mave a ſport 
of the ſhame and afflitiou ot Jaceb, ſhal! now reap 
the  frvic of their ſavage and hea heriſh lives, and{ | 
( mavgre their fury ) fhall end+ 16 the wrarh andf , 
Judgement of him , who with juſtice Pager and 
fighteh, as the Spirit affirmeth. ſaying, the Ger 
tiles were angry, and thy wrath i« come, and the time of the 
dead to be judged. And the Spiit further 1eſtifieth, 
that the Lord ( for whole glory that day was made ) 
ſhall render to every one their cuc hire Or wages, 
( for ſo the Orig na 1 mporte'h, commonl: interpre}g 
. ted reward) fiſt ro his Saints and ſervants, and al 
that overcome, their hire and wages, which hy pro- 
miſe, and for tis owne N-me ſake, is due unto them þ x8 
Next. to all execratle Atheiſts, blaſphemovs Carho 
licks, ircredulous Heathen. !iers, Hereticks, carnal! 
 Goſpellers, and all other brazer ard unregenerare 
Chriſtians, the hire ard wages which to therr works} — 
and deeds\an metits is dve;as the Sp rir concludet 
ſaying, And to render reward unto thy ſervants the Pri 
phets and Saints, and to them that feare thy name little ani 
great and io deſtroy them that have corrupted the earth 
Bur concerning this leventh age, wherein the 
Lord ſhal come in Majeſty ro judee the quick an 
the dead. the Hcly Gheſt deferrech yer a while 
fpeake more particulaily. thereof, and reſuwerll(%, 
more exa@tly tc: intreate of rhe rerme and perſe cu jd}, 
on of Antichriſt, and his accomplices againſt rhqjhÞ 
Church and Spouſe of Chriſt, thar fo rh- glory of* 
his juſtice in their juſt refuration and judgementpf t 
may bee more bright and manifeſt. in! 
is 1 
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ort| CHAP. XII. 


and} r, 4 confirmation of the Prophe y following. 
a 2, The deſcription of the Church, and of her Primitive 
, 


uit. 

Gen- 4. The Chur hes firſt perſecution raiſed by Ethnick Rome, 
f the by whrſe immanity it came to paſſe , that her beauty 
el was w1 more ſeen in her viſible nnd eminent graces, but 
de)| Hived here and there diſperſed and ſcattered over the face 
Bev} of the Earth 

PIe}8, The great battell berweene Chriſtianiſme and Paganiſme, 
> all} Chrift and bis Truth overcommerh Jupiter and his pro- 
Prof fanit;on. 

em $18, The Emperour removeth his Throne, pretending to ſtop 
mo} the fhar of th* Enemy, but intending to root out the diyper- 


rmnal? fed remnant of the Church. 
rare 


orks — vs <a —— 
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Prot 4nd the Temple of God was opened in heaven. and the Ak 
E MF of his Covenant was ſeen in his Temple, and there was 
made lightnings, woices, thunders, earth-quakes » and 
great haile. 


le if f===z=7 H' Apoſtle having drawne iv the former 
IE: | part of this P!ophefie a flight draughc 
WIRSS8 | ( as ir were )) and defignment of Anti- 
/-N\ chrift, doth now in the Prophecy fol- 
ry C —) lowing reviſit and perfe& the diſcovery 
nentÞt the Beaſt, and hang him up to the view and diſcer- 
ing of heaven and earth. And ta the end that this 
is worke of manifeſtacion may carry in it faire and 


A Phncontcollable credit, the Apoſtle in this Verſe = 
nl 


| the 
an 
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reth us, that he revealeth no other word concer- 
ning the Church and her preſſures here on earth, du- 
ring the perſonall abſeace of her Lord, then thac 
which he heard at the Councell-rable of God, which 
he delivereth in a manner of ſpeech uſuall with the 
Prophets, And the Terrple of God was opened in Heaven, 
and the Ark, of bis Covenant was ſeen in the Temple, allu- 
ding to the Temple of Jeruſalem, and fignifyirg 
thereunder that the words of this Revelation are no 
leſſe ſooth and true, then 1f he had received them 
from the Oracle of Ged, which ſpake from over the 
Ark of his Teſtament, within the*Temple of Jeruſa- 
lem, whoſe words and anſwers, for their diviniry, 
Majeſty, power and glory, are here, as elſewhere; 
figured by voyces proper to God, and no: ro man, as 
lightning, thunders, earth-quaes, and haik. 


VERS. 2. 
And a great ſigne appexred in Hezven, a woman cla: d 
with the Sunne, and the Myne under her feet, and on 
her hea a Crowne of twetve Starres. 
RUr before the >p '1ir rakes in hand to diſcover tit? 
perſecutors of the Church, it p'eaſeth him fi: ft co 
deſcribe the Church it ſcite. thr ſo the barbarous 
mmranitie of her enemies may be more apparent and 
juſtly abhorred, being uſed 2gainſt a creature of 14ch 
virginall, innocent and patient modeſtic, who for 
her rare and admirable beauty is here called a great 
fgne, or heavenly apparition, ivmbolizing her tear- 
ſuil, moceſt, ſober and matron: like behaviours with 
tappeliation and quality ofa woman ; for {» ſhe 
5 1n koly Scriptures ofcen called, The faireſt woman, 
the Kings daughter, daughter of Sion, daughter of Jeruſa- 
lem, the Spenſe of Chrijt, Mother of the juſt, 4c. And 
ro the end ſhe may the better be diſcerned of us, the 
Apoſtle deſcribeth her garments and wearing, ſaying, 
ſhe was c/oathed with the Surne, meaning that ſhe had 


Pur 
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put onthe Lord Jeſus, Sunne of juſtice, that is to 
ſay, her Soule was veſted with an affurance of the 
mercy and love of God in Chriſt Jeſus her Lord ; 
which juſtice or juſtification of the Spoute and kcr 
children, is called ja holy Scriprore by way of Mera- 
phor, the white ſtone, and the wedding Garment. For 
as a Stoale or Garment covereth the ſhame and na- 
kedneſle of our vile bodies: ſo the mercy and love of 
God, inſured ns in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, hideth the 
ſhame and nakednefle of our finfull fou's. And to 
prove that her Garment was truly woven of the two 
divine threads, to wit, the aſſurance of mercy, and 
the aſſurance of love in Chriſt Jeſus her Lord ; the 
Spirit giveth in for evidence, the fruits of this her 
lively and juſtificall faith, cloſely hiding her newneſſe 
of life, her hatred of fin, and her love of God, as un- 
der a vaile, in theſe words, And the Moone under her 
feete ; ſignifying thereby, that ſhe had now quire 
forſaken and forgotten her fathers houſe, that is, had 
Nine her naturall, finfull, and wonted afte&ions, and 
was revived, and renewed in mind, and wich her Lord 
was now riſen, and aſcended up) as he into the heaven 
of heavens, ſo ſhe to a new cuſtome and carriage of 
life, far above and higher then the Moone: cr all 
her ſtudy and hearts delight was now in heaven, 
where her hope, her love, her life, and her deareſt 
Lord liveth and reigneth, God, to be praiſed for ever 
and ever, Amen. 

Laſt of all, the Spirit ſetterth forth her head-attire, 
whereby her honour and eſtate was beſt knowne,and 
wherein ſhe moſt delighted, ſaying, that ſhe wore on 
her head a Crowne, made of a mettall much finer 
then gold, for it was made of the dotrine of the 12. 
Apoſtles, who for that they are the Lords lights, and 
lanterns to guide the feet of finners when fin hath 
benighre1 themzare here cal'd by the names of Stars, 


And on her head a crowne of twelve Starres, 


4 
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VERS. 3» 
And bein great with child, ſhe cryed, travelling and labour 
' ing to be delivered, 
AN by the words which her eares received, her 
hcait conceived, and ſhe was great with ſeare 
and godly ſorrow, travelling under the burden of her 
fins, and reſtlefſe deſire to be reconciled to God : 
which anguiſh and paines of her ſorrowfull heart and 
broken ſpirit, the Apoſtle moſt excellenrly compa- 
reth to the ſorrows of.a woman in travell, In which 
her ſpiritual] labour and paine,ſhe could by no means 
be relieved or eaſed,unrill her Lord were faſhioned in 
her, that is, untill her heart were ſanftified by faith : 
* for no Treacle could h:al her miſerable wounded 
ſoul, but the affurance of mercy onely ; nor any 
warer could quench the burning flames of her reſtles 
defire, hu: the love of God oneiy, inſured her in 
Chriſt Jeſus her Lord, and written in the fleſhly ra- 
bles of her hearr, by the finger of God, according to 
his promiſezhis fi-ſt and laſt andeverlaſting covenant 


[urs VERS. 4. 


Gnd anther ſigne appeared in heaven, for b a great red: 
Dragin having ſeven heads and ten horner, and on bis 
heads ſeven diailems. | 


AS night doth foliow diy, and the ſhadow the bo- 
dy . ſo muſt the C offe iol ow Chriſt, and affli&i- 

on þis Church ; whoſe Sunne cou'd no ſooner thine, | 
bur the envious man 1aiſed up a mighty ſtorme of | 
ware” to cloud the brighrnefſe of her beautiful] | 
ams z which for the exrraordivary turie thereof, | 
the Apoſtle callech q wonder or ſigne, meaning the 
Chnrehes firſt and primitive perſecution raiſed by 
Ethuik, Rome, who tor his power, immanitie, and ma= 
lice co the Church of Gad, is here called a great red 
Dragon ; and both for that his, Throne and ty was 
(44ed gi ſeven hills 3 as alſo for that he was in; all 
1m- 
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Im;pietic, pride and prophanation, the total! ſum and 
epirome ( as jt were ) of all the ſeaven Monarchies, 
unto whom ( from the beginning of time, to the end 
thereof ) was given and granted the charter and 
commiſſion of blaſpheming God, and convpring his 
world ( as in the 13. Chapter following is more par- 
ticularly diſcovered ) the Apoſtle adderh, Having ſe- 
ven heads. 

And in regard his power did beat downe' the po- 
wer of all Nations, and made ſpoile and purchaſe of 
all Kings and Kingdomes on earth, the Spirit faith, 
he had ten bornes : for the hornes ſignifie Kings and 
Kingdomes, and the number of ten jnclude all , be 
they never ſo many, as all numbers are made of ten, 
and their redvplication, be they never (o infinite. 

And becauſe he came ro advance his head ſo high, 
by the power of his ſword, his Leaders and legions, 
the Spirit crowneth his heads with magnificence aud 
diadems, ſaying, And on his heads ſeven diadems, 


VERS. 5. 

And his taile drew the third part of the Starres of heaven, 
and caſt them to the earth. And the Dragon ftood before 
the woman which was ready to be delivered. that when 
ſhe had brought forth, he might devoure her Son. 


He head of this great red Dragon, was his Regall 
fiſt eſtate, governed by Romulus and fix other 
ſucceſſive King coats, which Seneca calleth: his infancy 
or nonage, wherein he lived, ſwathed and nouriſhed 


in blood 244. years, as his owne Hiſtorian reporteth. 


' The body of this great red Dragon was his Conſuls 
ſecond eſtate, which Seneca calleth his full age, parr 
Ariſtocraticall, part Demecraticall, and was therefore 
ſtiled, Senatus populuſque Romanus : from whence part- 
ly by reafon of his over-weight and fulſome abun- 
dance, as one of his owne noteth, Romanis laxitas 
mundi (7 rerum amplitudo damo fuit 3 and partly for 

want 
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want of enemies abroad to wreak their proud and 
kingly hamours on, he fell into thinteſtine evill of 
civill wars at home, which did caſt him into his nij» 
nority and wardſhip againe. 

And this his laſt eſtate of regiment imperiall, the 
holy Ghoſt here callerh his taile; which confiſfeth of a 


rout of Monarchs, ſeventie Keyſars long, who for that | 


they ſo furiouſly perſecuted and havocked the blood 


of the chiefeſt Saints and ſervants of God, the Spirit | 
ſaith that with his curſed tazle he drew the third part of | 


the Starres of heaven, and caſt them to the earth. 

And not contented with the ſlaughter of his faireſt 
ſights and ſtars of his Church, proceeded to deſolate 
rhe whole hoaſt of heaven, even all the ſeed of the 
Spovſe, named before the Churches child, and here 
her Son, meaning thoſe in whom, by the miniſtry of 
his faireſt ſtars ( his Servants the Apoſtles ) Chriſt 
was now formed, and of whom the Church was now 
ready to be delivered ; for fo much the Apoſtle un- 
ſoldeth in theſe words, And the Dragon ſtood before the 
woman which was ready to be delivered, that when ſhee 
ſhould bring forth, he might devoure her ſon. 


VERS 6. 
But ſhe brought forth a man-child, who was to governe all 
Nations with an iron rod : and her Son was taken up to 
God, and to his Throne. 


Ut notwithſtanding all their fury , the Church 

= brought forth her firſt fruit, which for their faich, 
charity, Jabour and patience;the ſpirit nameth a Man- 
child : and becauſe they followed the Lord in the Re- 
generarion, and overcame by keeping his words and 
works unto the end, they received the ſelfe-ſame ho- 
naur, which to their Lord alone and in chief belong- 
eth,,namely, that they ſhall jadge the Tribes of Iſrael, 
«nd have dominion over the Nations, and ſhall rule them 


— 


with a rod of iron, and break, their glory like a pat ters veſſel. | 
as 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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as the Lord hath promiſed, Mat. 19. $& Apoc. 2. 

And in remembrance of the render care and pro- 
vidence of 'God over the ſeed and firſt fruit of his 
Church, the Spirit concludeth, that when they had 
ended wpeir courſe, they were taken up to God, and to hts 
Throne, far from the reach and rage of their enemies. 


_—"” — —__— CO 


VERS. 7. 

And the woman Fled into the wilderneſſe, where ſhe bad a 
place prepared of God, that there they might feed her a 
thouſand two hundred and ſixty dayes. 


Ur the Church of God, here named the woman, mo- 

ther of this faire and primirive fruit, being no 
longer ahle to weather out her ſtormes, was enforced 
to hide her heauy, and to retire her ſelfe intro the 
ſecrer chambers of Gods providence and her owne 
conſcience, and to rake up her lodging in the defart ; 
not thar her light was urterly extinguiſhed , as her e- 
nemies reproach her: or alchongh ſhe were dilper- 
ſed, diſtrelled, and enforced ro hide her extraordina- 
ry and eminent graces 3 yet the beauty of her true 
1epentance and of her lvely faith, ſeconded with a 
charirable life and patient expeRation of better 
things to come, tl} ſhin?d as a Candle in 4 darke 
place 3, and like a ſhip preſerved in a tempeſt, ſhe re- 
mained {t!l che ſeme , of whom the world was nor 
worthy ; neverwanting the loving proteGion of her 
deareſt Lord. who in all her troubles was mindfull of 
her, as of Elias his ſervant, or Iſrael his firſt-borne 3 
cirefvil to provide her, both of honourable harbour 
and princely diet. Her reſting place was reſtleſſe, 
ſtrewed and ſcattered far and neare over the face of 
the earth 3 for ſuch a lodging cid beſt beſeeme her 
broken and reſtleſſe heart, which ſojourned in earth, 
bur dwelt in heaven ; and did alſo beſt deſend her 
perſon from the furious inquifitions of her enemies. 

Neither was her Lord lefſe loving and provident 


con- 
] 
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concerning her f0d, for he preſerved for her diet the 
ew? witnelles of his eterna 1 Covenant, rat tr-m 
thei: breaſt ſhe might ſuck che pure and wit» + 12 
milke of giace and life, that fo ſhe might be h>th 
nobly harboured, and pri»cely fed during rhe tedi- 
ons and odious Reig'e of the grear Whore the 
Chn:ch of Romz, who during her exile ſhould ſurp 
hc Chiir and under the vizard of her name ſhould 
perſecute her name and generation; 4 thouſmd two 
hundred and fixty years, here ( as before ) myſtically 
deciphcred under a thouſand two hundred and ſixty dayes. 
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VERS. 8. 
And there was waged a battel! in heaven, Michael and his 
Angels fought with the Dragon, and the Dragon | 
fought, and his Angels. 
Nd at rhe ſame time that the Temple of God was | 
opened in heaven, the Anoſtle allo foreſaw that | 
great and bloody conten-ion, rhen which ( fiace the | 
dayes of heaven ) was never waged greate: y great | 
in regard of the Armies, and great inrclpet of the ! 
cauſe. 
The Armies great, as well for the greatneſſe of che | 
Generals, as for the yalour and nymbec of their | 
| 


 8S[lm DO WW ma oa 2 4h 


Forces. 

The Genera'! on the one fide, was tne power of 
Go3, ſciphered by Michaz! the Prince of the Cove- 
nant, wio ood for the children and people of the | 
Higheſt. The G-nerall on the other fideg was the po- 
wer of Sata», fizured by Ethnick, Rome, here ( as be- 
fore ) called the Drago, _. 

- Intheir Forces are to be conſtlered the Leaders 
and the Souldie-s. The Leaders and Capraines on 
the parr of Michael were Divus Perrus, Divus Pau'us, 
Divus Johannes, and the reſt of rhar divine and N9o- 
ble order of Sainrs. And oa the Dragons part were 
Leaders and Chicfrains, Divas Tiberius, Diuns Caligula, 
| Diuus 
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Diuur Claudius, Divus Nero, and the reſt of that moſt 
filihy and excciable traine. 

So great was he multirude and number of Soul- 
dicrs, thar nove of what degree, ſex, age, or condith- 
on ſoc ver, but muſt be preſt for the one fide or for 
the other 3 the valou; ad veitue of the S- uldiess 
exceeded all praiſe 3 few ſubdued n_y the weake 
overcame the ſtong, a handiull of Chr ſtians a world 
of infidels. 

The cauſe was great, and higher then the heavens 3 
whether God or Belal, Ch iſt or Jupirer. Chriſtia- 
Riſme or Paganiſme were more venerable for anti- 
quitie, majcſt.cail for amplitude, more conſtant for 
continuacce, and in all other reſpeRs of wiſdome, 
honour and Majcſt'e mare worthy to be in.braced 
and adored of the ſons of men 3 wh ch was for life 
contented by the Dragev, his Anyels and Aﬀetts, 
ard was for life withſtood and diſapproved by Mt- 
chael and his Angels, and their followers. The iffue 
of this contention folle-werh. 


Mp5 VERS. g. 
But they prevailed not, neither was their place faund any 
more in Heaven. 


I the hattel was great. ſo was the v Rory glorious: 
for though che Dragon with vis ſapient Senates, 

his prophane Angels, and his uncleane abbetrors, in- 
tended all their forces, moving ( as it is 11 proverb ) 
heaven and earth to make room for the abomination 
of Jupiter, and to keep under warer the everlaſting 
Lord and Prince of the Covenant ; as among the 
many Mor uments of time is ſvfficiently proved and 
maintained by Oroſeus,and by tm, ro whom he wrore, 
in his book de C-utiate Dei , yer the Spirit foreſeeing 
the Dragons folly , and how in vaine he kickt a- 
gainſt rhe ſpur, in ſcorne of his preſumption _ 
[1 
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But he prevailed not ; and concluding affirmeth, that 
the poſſeſſion of heaven (ſo long time uſurped by 
inceſtuous murtherers, and execrable curtizans, gods 
and goddeſſes of their owne forging ) muſt be re- 
figned now to the rrue Lord and owner of all, who 
hath taken his place at the right hand of the Father, 
and hath depoſed for ever from their uſurped citles 
of deitie, all gods and goddeſſes, phantaſmes made of 
worms, created and divified by th*inventions, relati- 
ons, conſecrations, and canonizartions of the Dragon, 
his Taile and ſucceſſors, as the ſpirit diſcovererh in 
ſaying, Neither the place of them was found any mme in 
Heaven, 


—— 


VERS. 1o. 

And that great Dragon was throwne downe, the old Ser- 

pent, called the Devil and Satanas, which ſeduceth the 

whole world, and he was caſt into the earth, and his An- 
gels were throwne downe with him. 


AN the great and prophane power of the Roman 
Monarchy, which had fo long time oppreſſed 
and corrupted the earth, was now at length deteded, 
and thereupon difſeized of, ani from her uſurped 
claim of heaven for ever, as the Spiric diſcovereth in 
ſaying, And that great Dragon was throwne downe- 

And for that the Devil did corporally dwell ( as 
it were )) in her, ſpreading the beams of his wicked- 
nefſe at full, in all idolatry, impierie, and preſumpri- 
on againſt God, and in all oppreſſion, injuſtice and 
immanitie towards man ; the Spirit crowneth her 
with the cognoments of her Sire, calling her, for her 
malice to the truth, a Serpent 3 for her crimination 
of the Saints, a devil; and for hoſtility to God and 
his Szints, Satanas : ſpeaking therein, afrer the man- 
ner of the Lord himſelfe, who calleth his treacherous 
ſteward a Divel, though he were a man, becauſe the 
fullneſfſe of Satan did dwell in him, filling his _ 
wit 


%” mmnumgUru rg Www oa = _sQGG (HO = 


. 


XII. Chapter of the Revelazion. 27 


witlyſuch a perfe& hatred of his innocent Lord, and 
lamentable love of his guilry penie, that he ſold Ca- 
naan for Egypr, heaven for hell, and God for filver. 
And becauſe ch* impietie of Governors, is not 
onely their owne decay by evil doing, but alſo by en- 
forcement and evil example, the ruine of their peo- 
ple ; the Spirit layeth the ſeduRion of the whole 
earth ro the charge of rhe Dragon, for ruling it after 
the level and preſcription of Rome, ſaying, which 
ſeduceth the whole world ; and thereupon giveth juſt 
judgement and ſentence of death againſt him, name- 
ly, that as in his beginning he crept ovr of the earth, 
and by the ſcale of his wickednefle aſcended fo high, 
as tO preſume to thruſt his hanghty head into heaven, 
and build his neſt above the ſtars; as did his anteceſ- 
ſors, Aſſur, Beltaſſar, Darius, Alexander, and the reſt of 
their compeers : ſo by a like power of ſword and cru- 
elty, he ſhall ſhortly returne to his friends againe, 
and be made even with the earth, from whence his 
ſtock and firſt eſtate was borrowed 3 and the power 
of his Ceſars, counſell of his Senators, ſophiſtry of his 
Sorcerers ( which-with ſuch indurare and obſtinate 
minds, ſtood for th* honour and worſhip of Devils ) 
ſhould be no longer able ro vphold the reverence of 
their Jupiter Capitolinus, who was now deteRed for a 
Rogue, and by the voices of Michaels Angels ( as by 
whips and paſports ) was ſent home againe to the 
place of his birth, namely the earth, | x whence 
his mortall and vile genealogie was taken, and with 
with him alſo were Ceſars undivified, and ( for all 
their Senates proud relations ) were made to take 
up the grave for their latrer end, and ſhame for their 
fame, and wormes for their heritage, as the Spirit 
ſoretelleth, ſaying , And be was caft downe unto the 
earth, and bis Angels were throwne downe with him. 


VERS. 
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VERS. rr. | 
And I heard a great wice in heaven, ſaying, Now is made 
ſaluation, and force, and King..ome of our God, and the 
power of his Chriſt, becauſe the accuſer of our brethren is 
caſt downe, who accuſed them before the ſight of «ur 
God day and night. 
N Either was this famous vi&tory obtained in' a 
corner, or ſpoken in the ear, bur ( as che Spirir 
reporteth ) ſo valourouſly gotten, and fo audibly 
proclaimed , that ail the world heard the report 
thereof, witnefſe the records of thoſe times, at 
which the holy Ghoſt pointerh' in theſe words, And [ 
heard a loud woice in heaven, ſaying, and ſounding che 
victory of Chriſt and Chriſtianiſme againſt rhe Dra* 
. gon and his Angels, his ſorcerers, and their prophane 
and 1dolatrous paganiſme , in rthele devout and 
divine notes, Now 1s made fatoairn, and ferce, and the 
MKingdome of eur God, and the p»wer of his Chriſt ; and 
ous a reaſon of this ſo pious and iriumphant joy, 
cauſe the folly and fury of the Dragon and his An- 
gels, which ſo continuaily accuſed the Sainrs and ſer- 
vants of God, for peſtiient fellows,movets of (edition, 
maintainers of ſets, polluters of che Temple, reach- 
ers of new Gods, enemies to Ceſar , word-ſowers, 
babblers, blaſphemers, is now upon ſerting and go- 
ing downe for ever. Which death and downfall of 
their ſpirituail whoredome, the holy Ghoſt dilcltofeth 
in ſaying , Becauſe the accuſer of our brethren is caſt forth. 
And for the greater comfort of the Church, and 
judgement of her enemies, concludeth, that there is 
a perfe& Court-roul kept, as well of the ſufferings of 
the Saints, as of the flanders of their foes, ſo openly 
eommitred in the face of the Court, and betore a 
Judge of ſo clear a fight and eterna]ll memory, as that 
they ſhall never be diſcharged or forgotten,which the 
Spirit inferreth in ſaying, Who accuſed them before the 


Seht of enr God day and night. 
VERS. 
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of VERS, 12. 

And they overcame him by the" blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their teſtimony 3 and they loved not their lives e- 
ven unto the death, 

Aſt of all, the holy Ghoſt diſcovererh the fpicitu- 

all armour and weapons wherewith the Angels 
and ſervants of Michael obtained this famous vifory 
over the Dragon and his SeRaries, and faith, that 
they were tempered of theſe two divine vertues, faith 
and patience. For by the ſbield of faith, which the 
Spirit ( by a metonymie ) calleth the blood of the 
Lamb, and with the ſword of his two witnefles, and by 
the word of their teſtimony, they overthrew all forces 


«| and argumenrs drawne from reaſon or reading, which 


the Spirit obſerverh in theſe words, And they overcame 
him by the blood of the Lamb, aud þy the word of their teſti- 
mony 3 and all-\inch arguments as were draw@dfrom 
the block, as fire, ſword, perſecution, interdifion, 
and ſuch like, the Children of che Chutch quenched 


-| them with rears, prayers, patience and martyrdome, 


as their: Lord had given them charge, and left chem 
example; which rhe Spirit uncovereth in ſaying; 
And they lowed not their Trves even unto the death. 


VERS. 13- 

Therefore rejoyce O Heavens, and you that dwell in them. 
Wo to the Earth, and to the Sea, becauſe the Drvel is 
diſcended to you, having great wrath, knowing that he 
hath but a little time. 


S after victory followerh divifion'of ſpoile, ſo the 
Spirit ſhurs up this heavenly conqueſt with tri- 
mph and joy, inviciug thereunrto all the Saints and 
nts of God, which have from time to time main- 
ined and defended th'honotr of his Name againſ? 
Dragon, his forcerers and forceries. And be- 


— —_— 


cauſe by their good profeffion and godly converſati- 
on they teſtified the glory of God ( as doe the hea- 
G ven$s 
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" vens) by their obedient converſions, the Spirit 
crowneth them with the name of the heavens, ſaying, 
Therefore tejoyee O heavens, and you that dwell in them. 
And on the other part, pronounceth Wo, firſt to 
all Nations and Kingdomes acceffary to theſe ſpiritu- | 
all whoredomes of the Dragon, whom ( according 
to their earthly mind ) he moſt aptly reſembleth to 
the earth ; next, to the Empire it ſelfe, as the ſcele- 
rum caput and ſtable of iniquity, whem for his fear- 
full power and unbridled rage, the Spirit moſt ele- | 
gantly callerh by the name of the Ocean, and the Sea : 
and concludeth his wo with a reaſon why, becauſe 
both in one and other, rhe power of Satan had taken 
ſuch deep root, that the more the light of the truth 
did bewray their madneſſe, the more they ſtrove and 
ſtormed againſt it 3 and ſo much the rather, becauſe 
their Ay was now af the higheft ; and that the 
Kingdome of Chriſt did gather fo faſt upon them,that | 
of neceflicy a muration of their forrunes mult needs } F 
b 
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follow, with a ſubverſion nor onely of their Paga- 
niſme, bur alſo of their power Czfaricall ; which the 
Spirit cloſely foldeth up in theſe words, Knowing that | it 
be hath but alittle time > which one Apoſtle alſo ob- | vw 
ſerveth, 2 Thef. 2. n 

i wo w 


— — | 


VERS. 14. = 

And when ihe Dragon ſaw that be was thrown to the earth, | (« 
he perſecuted the woman that brought forth the man- | hi 
child. F 


Nd when the raging Romane Empire faw, that | di 

his maintenance of Japicer, and his idol art of ma- | ht 
king ſhrines, was to deſcend for ever ( as among ma- | re 
ny voices, ſome even to this day are heard ro cry | bl 
yer-geance upon his idols, inforcing them with ſhame | he 
to refigne their uſurped titles of gods, and claime | ſo 
of heaven, to the trve Lord and owner thereof); th 
he rooke the courſe of the wicked, whoſe cuſtome is, | de 


(as 


XII. Chapter of the Revelation, 21 
e (#2 one of their owne noteth ) Malitia alia aliam tru- * 
s 7e, and to add finto fin ( as a holy one faich) to 7 A: 
quench his thirſt with drunkeuneſle : for fo proceed- FOLEY 
> | ed this Beaſt, adding to his blindneſſe boldneffe, re- 
- | deeming his blaſphemy, with rage and perſecution 
p | and was ſo far from comming to himſelfe, and taking 
o | up repentance to waſh away his crying ſins, that 
,- | (as the Spirit concludeth ) he more and more pur- 
-» | fued the Church, and perſecured the woman, which 
>». } broughr forth her firſt borne and prinntive fruit, here 
+ | called, for their faith, their patience, aud their godly 
ſe } Yalour, the man-child. 
h | _ VERS. 1g, | | 
4 And there was given unto the woman two wings of the great 
ſe Eagle, that ſhe might Flee into the deſart, unto her pſace, 
«| there ſhe was muriſhed for a time, and times, and halfe 
ic | 4 11me,, from the face of the ſerpent, b E 
ds Bur the Lord, who had fo dearly bought his Shona» 
a- mire, was no lelie_carefull ro preſerve and carry 
ne | her ro the place of her reſt, with a ſtrong and ovt- 
at | ſtrerched prov dence , even upon his own 2 wings, 
= | whole feathers were made of the truth of his pro- 
miſe, ſealed and delivered by the hand of his two 
— | witnetles. which the Biidegroome, of purpoſe lefr 
| with the Spouſe, to accompany and gnide her, when- 
bh, | ſoever ſhe rewoverh. If ſhe travell by day: they are 
n- her leadivg clovd 3 if by nighr, they are her pillar of 
| fire : if ſhe flie, they lend her wings 5 if ſhe wan- 
at | der, they harbour her; if ſhe be naked, they cover 
a- | her; if in priſon, they viſit her ; if caprive, they 
a- | redeem her 3 if ſhe be weak, they ſuſtaine her ; if 
ry | blind; chey lead her if ſhe be heavy, rhey comfort 
ne | her 3. if fick, they recover her + if ſhe doubr. they re- 
me | ſolve her 3 if ſhe e&rre, they dire her 3 if ſhe thirſt, 
f) | they give her to drink ; and if ſhe hunger, they feed. 
is, | Ber, and make her ſo ſtrong of conſtitution, rhar af- 
as | & £ Ai&iens 
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fli&ions are rejoycings to her, baniſhment a haven, 
i a friend, lofſe and death advantage. And 
by theſe comforts ( as by hands) they convey her 


to her ſolitude and reſtleſſe place of reft, as the Spirit * 


diſcovereth, ſaying, But there were given to the woman 
two wings of the great Eagle, that ſhe might Flee into the 


deſert, unto her reſting place, where, ever ſince her pri- | 


mitive diſperfion, ſhe hath lived ſtrewed and ſcatte- 


red far and neer, over the face of the earth, ſeen and | 


knowne of her Lord, by whom ſhe is prote&ed, and 
of the Children of wiſdome, of whom ſhe is juſtified : 
and ſo doth and muſt remaine hidden and retired into 
the privy Chambers of Gods providence, and her 
owne Conſcience, duriog the Reigne of Antichriſt, 
whoſe curſt and arrogant ſupremacie, was to riſe out 
of the aſhes of the Dragons Emperiority, as the holy 
Ghoſt prophecyed. 

And thus, hiding her eminent primitive graces, 
muſt cloſely and filently keep the Lords watch, and 
ſtand npon her honourable guard three propheticall 
years and a halfe, here ( as in Daniel ) derer- 
mined by a time, and times, and halfe a time, 
from the reach and rage of the Serpent, his taile and 
ſucceſſors. 


VERS. 16, 

And the Serpent caſt out of his mouth, after the woman, 

water, as it were a Flood, that he might make her to be 
carried away with the Flood. 


Nd when the Dragons train of Ceſars ( who, for 
their malice to the troth, and ſeducing the Nati- 
ons, are here called by the name of the ancient ene- 
my and ſeducer of mankind, the Serpent ) ſaw, that 


they could no longer havock the Church of God, by | 


reaſon of her cloſe fight and fecrer ——_ they 
deviſed to porſue her with their bloody edifts, and 
ſacrilegious conſtitutions, which they breathed = 
ag ai 
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88 ainſt her, in ſuch raging and furious manner, as the 
Spirit therefore reſembleth the violence of their bar- 
barous inquiſitions , and unprincely reſcripts unto 
the anmercifull rage and current of a flood, hoping, 
that as by their unplacable fury they had diſperſed 
and driven the Spouſe to corners, fo by the due exe- 
cution of cheir cruell promulgations, they mighrut- 
terly conſume her generation, and blot our all ler- 
rers of her honorable name 3 for to that white onely 
they aimed, as the Spirit concludeth, That he might 
make her to be carried away of the Flood. 


VERS. T7. 
And the Earth holp the Woman, and the Earth opened her 
mouth, and ſwallowed up the Flood, which the Dragon 
caſt oat of his mouth. 


Ur in reliefe of the Churches prefſures and perfecu- 

tions, her Lord gave charge unto his hand-maid 
the Earth, to' comfort, help and ſuccour her his 
Spouſe : and as Moab was charged to hide the chaſed 
Ifrael of God, and not bewray him thir was fled and 
eſcaped, but ro dwell with him, and to give him co- 
vert and proreRion fro 11 the face of the deſtroyer 3 
ſo here the Earth was commanded to reach forth her 
helping hand, and to take in and harbour the Lords 
exiles, in the ſecret chambers of her deſarrs, moun- 
raines and caves, thar ſo ſhe might either afford her 
cloſe and quier ſafeguard, or in wirnefle of her faith, 
aud proofe of her parience, receive the blood which 
her curſed brethren ſpilt z which courteſie and ten- 
der fayour, the Spirit remembreth to the perpertuall 
praiſe of the benefa&ors of the Spouſe, ſaying, Bus 
the earth holp the woman, and opened her mouth, and ſwal- 


nn 


| lowed up the Flaod which the Dragon caſt out of his mouth. 


C 3 VERS 


24 An ExPOSITION of the 
| VERS 1s. 
And the Dragon was wriah againſt the Woman, and went 
' to make battell with the remnant of her ſeed, which keepe 
the Commandements of God, and have the teſtimony of 


Feſus Chriſt. 
A Nd notwithſtanding the Dragon by his raile of 


-  Caſars, had thus maſſacred and diſpeiſcd the | 
Church, yer was he nor ſo ſatisfied, hut for very rage | 


fell jnto a melancholy mood, for cauſe he could not 
quite conſume and root her honour our, as the Spiric 
diſcloſeth, ſaying, And the Dragon was wroth againſt the 
Woman. | 
' And foraſmuch as the Churches beauty did moſt 
ſhine in the Eaſt, Syria, Greece, Aſia, where ſhe was 
borne and bred, the Dragon thought it his beſt (in 
policie, which evermore with him was held for chiet- 
eſt Religion) ro irch and ſet forward his den, and 
hold his Court further Eaſt 3 which purpoſe of his, 
a5 cloſe as it was, the holy, Ghoſt diſcovereth, in ſay- 
ing, And he went 5 and notech the rrue end where- 
foie he went, not ſo much to barricade and ſtop the 
float and incurſjon af the barbarous encmie, as he 
( forſoorh)) pretended, as to purſug and conſume the 
diſperſed remainder of che Spouſe, as the ſpirit unfol- 
deth, ſaying, to make battell with the remnant of her ſeed, 
who for that they were juſt of che making and growth 
of the Churches firſt and pri» itive fruit, holding the 


myſtery of faith in a good Confcience, as the firſt-! 


b- rne did 3 the Spirit ſerterh them forth in the ſame 
lively colours, ſaying, which keepe the Commandement! 
of God, and have the teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt, © | 


VERS. 
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VERS. 19. 
And be ſtood npon the ſand of the Sea. 


Nd the Dragon removed his throne, and left his 
ancient ſeat and City of Rome, where he had now 
kept Court almoſt a thouſand years, and went and 
pitched his Throne anew in a haven Towne, between 
Pontus Enxinus, and Propentis in the Eaſt of Thracia, 


| anciently called Byzance, and there ere&ed the new 


City of Rome, and called it after his owne name, 
Conſtantinople, the Ciry of Conſtantine : which tranflati- 
on of his reſidence and chair of eſtate, one of his 
owne alſo noteth. 


Conſtantinus apud Thraces, qua Boſphorus equor 
Thracius Euxinis Ag eum ingurgitat undis, 
Conſtiruitſedem Imperii, —_— 
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The deſcription of Antichriſt and his Devetaries. 

The deſcription of his Clergy and of his Religion. 

The Charatter of Antichriſt. 

The number of his Dayes, and the end of his Reigny. 

The year of th' End of the World, diſcovered out of Dan. 12. 
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' And I ſaw a Beaſt aſtending fromthe Sea, having ſeven 
heads and ten hernes, and upon his hornes ten Digdems, 
and upon his heads names of blaſphemy. 


— — 


RFIEYIND preſently upon the remove an1 
RAFAL travflation of the Empire, the Apoſtle 
cſpicd that wicked one, Antichriſt, man 
8! of fin, in ſaying, And Iſaw , who in re- 
Sw par of the tyrannous power and bloody 
uſe of the. unbridled juriſdiction, that ſhould he given 
him, ke is here rermed ( as in holy Scriptures other 
Monarchs are ) 4 Beaſt, that is to ſay, a kind of Go- 
vernment, Kingdome, dominion or power, exerciſed 
and /a&ed by a ſucceffion of ryrannous, bloody and 
beaſtly men. 
# And albeit his perfe&ion in evill ſtood yer aloof, 
and was yery far off, young and tender, as lying in 
ſwathing clouts 3 Fer the Apoſtle deſeryeth him, as 
ze were through a chink, in ſaying, comming up. For 
after the tranſlation of the Empire, and that now 
Ethaick Rome began to play the Chriſtian,he was well 
nigh a hundred years cloſely creeping & dipbiag .9Ps 
Ee 
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before he conld advance his curſed head and claim of 
ſuper-eminency. Concerning which ambirious puffe 
of vaine priority, fo fair and'evidenr mention is made 
in the monoumenrs'of rime, that the incredible bold- 
nefſe of the adverſary is no lefſe marvellous then his 
mcurable bHhnenefſe, char hath ſo long time ſtambled 
at this ſtone, and fo ofren ſpurred us. by way of vannt- 
ing to ſhew them ( if we foe or can ) when this a- 
poſtafie of Antichriſt rooke her rife and firſt com- 
mencement : Which daring vaunt of theirs, the holy 
Ghoſt rripping over as a thing which is or ought to 
be knowne untous, namely, 'thar the horne of Anti- 
chriſt and his apoſtaſfie did then firſt fprouc our, when 
his Church firſt-obrained at the Dragons hand, prio- 
nty of place, ſoftrage and cenſure over all. For as the 
Tree puls upthe creeping Ivie, fo the primacie of the 
Chnrch of Rome pulled up thafpiring ' ſupremacie 
of the Biſhop thereof ; which Church preheminence 
Jhd prelation -( after long _— and ſhouldring ) 
was firſt obtained at the hands of Honortus ( tho af- 
terwards upon preater concertation and daggers 
drawing, it was by other Cefars and Kings confirmed, 
renewed and ampliated ) who by tWadvantage of 
the weakneſfſe and death of his elder brother Arcadis, 
having obrained po#er and protefor»ſhip Eaft and 
Weſt, ſubje&ed the Church of the Eaſt Empire 
( which moſt withſtood the Weſt and Romane ſupre- 
macie ) with all other Churches whatſoever, to the 
Church and Sea of Rome, art the inſtant ſuit and im- 
[porrunity of the now Biſhop of Rome, whoſe name 
was then Fnscent the firſt, in the firſt year of his crea- 
tion, and in the yeare of Redemprion 406. 


Bur the holy Ghoſt (1 fay ) paſſing over rhe pun- 
Ruall and exaR moment of time, when the Egge of 
T— and his apoſtacie was firſt laid, as other- 
| ſofficiently preſerved unto us, proceedeth to 
dereR the place where and from whence he ſhould 
ariſe 
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ariſe, ſaying, that he ſaw him life up his hardie head 
from the ſea, meaning by the ſea, as in the fixteevth of | 
chis Prophecie, the ſurging, tambling and raging 5ca P 
and City of Rome, where alſo by a like loquucion he} P 
callech all Kingdomes ſubje&ed to her, by the name 
of Rivers. And that this Beaſt ſhould thence ariſe} , 
and there ( and not ellewhere ) keep Court and re} 
fidence, the Spirit proverh by an argumenr drawne 
from the ſhape and proportion of the Beaſt, for he 
had the ſeven heads and ten hornes of the. Dragon { 
meaning thar he ſhould fir upon the Dragons hills, / 
and reigne in and oyer- the Dragons Ciry, and aray 
himſelfe with the ſpoils of the world, and hold in ſub- 
jzeRion the Kings and Srares 0a earth, as the Dragon 
did ; for ſo much the Spirit intenderh in ſaying, he 
ving ſeven heads and ten hornes. And leaſt the unwary 
Reader ſhould miſtake thjs great Antichriſt for tha 
great Dragon, or this Beaſts ſupremacie and his pefti-} W 
lent ſucceſſion for that Beaſts ſuper-eminencie and} 
his execrable raile ( as many unwarily have done ) 
the holy Ghoſt, in emblazoning his coat, giveth him| 2! 
a m>ſt exquilire difference, in ſaying that he wore hi 
diadems, not upon his heads, as the Drag1a did, but ®! 
upon his hornes ; ſignifying chereby, char he ſhould} ®! 
not come to his Crown and vain-glory by the ſtrengtl! !i 
of his (word, his leaders and his legions, gs the Draj *® 
goa did, bur by che baſe and voluntary ſubmiſſion of 
all ſuch Cxſars, Kings and Princes, as ſhould with ong © 
counſel! and force, deliver up their authority and pc 
wer ſecular to the devotion and pleaſure of the Beaſt] 5; 
and therefore the Spicit erownerh nor his heads, bug 1 
his hornes, ſaying, and upon his hornes ten diadems. And K 
cancluding ſhewerth ( even by his head-artire ) hoy 4 
far unlike chis Dragons High Prieſt of Rome was al 
ſhavld be ro che Lords High-Prieſt of Jeruſalem, wt 
( in ſtead of having his head-arrirc emblemiſhed witl 
{rlineſſe t2 the Lord, as had his ſervanc Aaron) ſhoulſ 
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have his head-peece beflubbered with names of blaf- 
Phemy, and upon his heads names of blaſphemy, whereof 
proofe is made in the ſixth verſe following. 


—C 
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We} And the Beaſt which 1 ſaw was like to a Leopard,” and hrs 
' feet as a Beare, 'and his mouth as the mouth of a Lion, 
h and the Dragon gave bim his owne force, and his throne, 

Ht and great power. 


ills, AM foraſmuch as the Apoſtle ſore-ſaw that this 
Beaſt ſhould be a far grearer adverſary, and a far 
ab-} longer perſecucor of the Church of God, then any of 
pon} the Mcnarchies which did ariſe afore him 3 he ſhaped 
he him an outſide anſwerable to his inward making, fra- 
rary] ming his parcs of the moſt notable perſecuters that e- 
chard yer were 3 as concluding him for his extraordinary 
ti. wickedneſle the odd fellow, the torall ſum and yery ac- 
and} compliſhmenr of all ocher. 
ne)} And firſt for his preſumprion, in extolling himſelfe 
him} above the Prince of the Covenant, deſouling his ſan- 
 hig Ruary, deſolating his ſacrifice, burning his ſtatutes, 
and inforcing the humble and meck ro the abnegari- 
i} on of the truth, by blood, fire, ſt-appadoes, and ſuch 
like exquiſite torments 3 the Spirit refembleth him 
to his arch-rype Antiochus deſcended from the Mo- 
narch of Greece, here ( as in Dantel ) deciphered by | 
4 a Leopard, And [ ſaw the Beaſt like a Leopard. 
Secondly, in pride cf life, in pomp and luxury, the | 
Spirit equallerh him wich che Monarch of Perſia, and | 
4 likeneth his arrogant and volupruous gate to her ten 
Kings, here (as in Daniel ) deciphered by a Beare, 
And his feet as of a Beare. 
* Thitdly, the holy Ghoſt aſcribeth unto him the 
x proud + prophane and curſed mouth of the Monarch 
| of Babylon, in commanding the dwellers on earth (up- 
- on paine of fire and furrace ) to adore his golden 1- 
dol, which he had Cedicated with corners, ſackbuts, 
-uSS 4 pſalteries, 
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pſalteries, dulcimers 3 which alſo the Spirit covereth wi 
( as Daniel doth ) under the mask of a Lion, And his}, 
mouth as the mouth of a Lion. £ 
And laſt of all, left haply he ſhould be leaſt be- 7 
holding unto his Bella Nymphba, his deareſt Lady and 4 
miſtcis. of Rome, the holy Ghoſt ſaith, thar the love * 
of his Patronefſe the Dragon, was equall to the lovel 
of a father towards his ſon ; for ſhe made him heir ap- 
parent, and Lord of her Empire, ſubje&ing all things 
ro the feet of his cenſure, and confirming unto him}*;: 
her throne and Palace of Lateran, with all the demeſ-},;; 
nes and glory of Latium,as one of his own alſo noterh}; 
————n——_ — — Latiumque relinquit " 

Chriſto , & Romuleam ſeptem cum collibus urbem. po 


VERS. 3. on 

And I ſaw one of his heads as 1t were ſlaine to death, but 
the wound of his death was eured, and all the earth was|** 
in admiration after the Beaſt. Ty 


Nd preſently after this great Antichriſt was riſen, -h 
the Apoſtle foreſaw ſuch a wound given to one off;he 
his heads, that the Beaſt was in eminent danger to beſgge 
ftricken downe againe, and ſlaine in the very egge jig, 
for ſo much the Spirit noteth in ſaying, And I ſaw onelhe 1 
of his heads as it were ſlaine to death. For rhe betcer of, q 
pening of which wound, we muſt not onely remem+lhy , 
ber the Beaſt hath ſeven heads, but we muſt alſo ſtepgy; 
a little forward, and crave the aſſiſtance of the levenlg. 
reenth Chaprer concerning the interprerarion of rhqge, 
ſeven heads, which ſaith, chat the ſeven heads are ſevenyy 4; 
hills, and they are alſo ſeven Kings 3, diſcovering the rrughgy 
ſeat and firuation of the Ciry of Rome, where Antiqyye, 
chriſt ſhould keep his Court and refidence, by tlichhe , 
ſeven hills. ; \ ; af 
And by the ſeven Kings the ſeven Monarchies &n;r 
which from the beginning of the world to this dayhpe 
have ſucceſſively riſea and reigned oyer the earth, olhiq 
IC 


rec 
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y which ſeven, the Aﬀrian Monarchie was the firſt, and 
the Roman the fixth, of both which and their pue- 
fellows, is further revealed in the 17. Chapter fol- 
w lowing. Meane time we are here to obſerve, that as 
1} the holy Ghoſt doth therefore call his ſeven heads b 
Ve1 the name of ſeven hils, becauſe the ſear of Antichri 
Vl ſhould be there, and nor elſewhere placed and plan- 
'PFted ; ſohe nameth them alſo ſeven Kings, becauſe the 
'B*[ power of Antichriſt ſhould be an extraordinary ſove- 
«({ſaignty, compounded of ſuch ſpirituall and tempo- 
* rall claims and juriſdi&ions, as ſhould be equiyalenr 
{in preſumption and prophanation, to all the tranſ- 
IN} ,reffions of the ſeven Monarchies, which from the 
beginning hitherunto, have blaſphemed God, and 
—Fcorrupted his world. 
bu} This foundation laid, doth ſhew, that this deadly 
n wound given to one of his heads, which ( as after ap- 
©Ipeareth ) was the wound of a fword,cannot be meant 
 Jofany one of his heads after the firſt ſignification, as 
en]they are hills, bur as they are Kings,” and ſubje ro 
E Olfthe ſword : and ſo by conſequence. intendeth, that 
| beſone of his imperiall heads, and namely his faire Ado- 
Pe vims, his minion, Lord and Maſter of Rome, of whom 
ihe had fo lately received his breath and being, was 
' Oſo deadly wounded, as that the Beaſt himſelfe, there- 
-=Miby was in great danger of extinftion. Thus having 
©Nfound the head, ler us look unto the wound, that ſo 
ewe may the better diſcerne the great danger the 
theſBeaſt was in, delivered in theſe words, as it were ſlaine 
*Ve death. This deadly wound was given and driven 
iHome to the head by the ſword and incurfion of the 
ntJWeſt Gothes, under the leading of Alaricus, who in 
uikhe nineteenth year of Ceſar Honorius ( of whom the 
Beaſt ſome foure yeares before had received his life ) 
1e5fentred Italy, and gave ſuch a deadly ſtroke unto his 
daſpowerfull pate, thar for very feare, the beaſt lock: 
Sy umſelfe up in his den at Ravenna, while the enemy 
, | Cpt 
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ript up the ſtreets of his imperiall City, filling them hy ; 
with famine, fire and ſword ; which night of woe, of this 
rather beginning of hex wofull night, ,made an anci- ſhin 
ent friend of hers, who.in her youch did Jove her o- ſto g 
ver-well,to bewaile and bind up her deadly wounded jal(c 
head, with an old Ballade,after the rune of the burn' her 
ing of Troy. 
Luis cladem illixis notis. quits funera fando 
Explicet aut poſſit lachrymis equare labores ? 
Urbs antiqua ruit mult)s dotnimata per annos. the: 
And having thus mortally wounded the head offyire 
the Beaſt ( in the yeare of falvation 410. and 1157,fjng 
years after Romulus had raiſed her walls with his bro-} ; 
thers blood ) proceeded to ſeize tpon the reſt ofjge; 
his dignities, havocking and brirning his chiefeſt ho-Jhjs | 
nours, Latium, Campania, Apuli:, Lucaria, Calabrid;fory 
where raging and devifing how io extermine the p9oJown 
wer of the Empire for ever, and to ſpread his glotykcon 
over all, was by ſudden death blotred our, leaving hishyert 
purpoſe and his Army Royal to his wives brother A-(Chy 
faulphus, who in like raging haſt and fury rerurned tofpre 
Rome, with an obſtinate intent 4nd reſolurion to ob-{c}yq 
literate the ancient name of Rome for ever, and t0{jn a 
call her ( in honour of his people ) Gi:hia, or afteiſ—. 
his owne name Atauipha ; which counſel] and pur- 
poſe of his. had it beene «ffeRted, Sir Antichriſt within 
all his primacies and ſupremacies had hid us good} an 
night long ago; and all his gainfulf enrerludes off B, 
Fides veſtia, and Ne deficiat fides tua, and Paſce overs a 
and Tib! dabo claves, and Qinwum remiſeritic, with all g 
his peſtilent painred traine of ſucceſſion , hadKChrj 
been dafhr in repeating, before ever they had comgiitle 
on ſtage. But to the end this recovery might be thqhle j 
plague ſore of the earth, his deadly wound was heand 
led, as the Spirir ſairh, But the wound of his death waſhaq 
cured. For by the pleaſing prayers and ſubtile inter+hle,; 
ceffions of the Emperours fiſter Placidia, whoſe _ "to 
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NW ky and body was eſpouſed ro Ataulphus,for ſuch a time 
IC this fury was averted, and his defigne diffolved, and 
1-thimſelfe not onely content at her amorovs mediation 
0- ſto graut the City of Rome pardon for her name, bur 
djalſo to Jeave her eclipſed and dying honour, with all 
1+ ther Italy, to her ſtuprfied Honorrs, who for feare was 
crepr into his earth at Ravenna; and taking his 
Spouſe Placidia with ſuch dower as himſelfe lifted, 
depaired Italy, aud pitched his Tabernacle in France. 
{then one of the chiefeſt Provinces of the Weſt Em- 
offpice. And to this Plaiſter the Spitir pointeth, in ſay- 
7.[ings But the wound of his death was cured. 
'O-} And the holy Ghoſt foreſeing rhe greatnefle of the 
of]Beaſts power to come, whith was yer but like unto 
10-Fhis fin 3 ard how that Saran his creator, who had 
144formed him after the image and perfection of |1is 
9-Jowne wickedneſſe, ſhould afford him ſuch letters 
1ykommendatory to all the world, which narutally lo- 
hisfverh wicked inventions, that the primacie of his 
A-(Church and fupremacie of his perſon ſhould over- 
| t9fpread all, and obtaine the praiſe of the earth , con- 
ob-kcluderh of him in this manner, And all the earth was 
- '01in admiration of the Beaſt. 
[0-1 _ 4 
Jur- VERS. 4. 
/irh}And they adored the Dragon which gave pwer to the Beaſt; 
50d} and they adored the Beaſt, ſaying, Who is like unto the” 
off, Beaſt, or who may war with him ? 


very A Nd the children of misheliefe aſcribed to the Dra- 
alF*eon inhibired honours , decking his heatheniſh 
hadChriſtianiſme with names of holy, and moſt holy, 
megitles de ro God alone ; and they adored his execra- 
theÞle inventions and dodrincs of divels, worſhipp'ng 
expand divifying his uncircumciſed train of Cxfars, who 
waynd pranted unto Antichriſt ſuch power incompara- 
terÞBle,and unconcrollable juriſdiction, which the Spirit a- 
caumatomizeth in theſe words, Ard they adored the Dragon 
ff hich gave power to the Beaſt, And 


—_ _ — 
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And as in evill there is no meane, fo theſe children 
of unbeliefe went on, and owed like titles and 
magnifications upon this baſe and vile Antichrilt, 
who as the Prophet long agoc foretold us, by policie 
ſhould proſper, and by peace deſtroy many,and ſtrike 
his adorers with ſuch a ſpiritvall drunkennefle, rhat 
they ſhould not onely hang their gold, bur thei 
faith alſo upon him, and verily beleeve thart this vile 
and deſpicable Antichriſt, Delegate to Romulus, and 
Deputie to Ceſar, was Vicar to the Lamb, and ſuccel- 
ſar to Peter. And thus rejoycing over the ercour of 
their owne fantafie, ſhould with Pigmal;on admire and 
dore upon the idol of their owne carviag, and falling 
downe ſhould adore and crie with that drunken 
King, Great art thou, O Bell, and in thee is no deceit : 
which occaſioneth the Spirit ( in deteſtation of their 
madneſle ) to diſcloſe their ſhame, ſaying , And thy 
adored the Beaſt, and ſaid, who is the unto the Beaſt, 0 
who may war with him 2 


VERS. % 

And there was given to it a mouth, ſpeaking great thing! 
and blaſphemies, and power was given to it to works 
fourty two moneths. 


Nd as the Dragon did beyveath unto Antichriſt, 
his throne and his power in fo large and ample 
manner, thar his prieſtly key was 'in cutting and kil- 
ling, fo like the Dragons ſword, that he that is wiſe, 
may eaſily perceive, one craftſman made them borh: 
fo Satan the Maſter and ſeducer of them both,endow- 


ed his Antichriſt with mouth and lips ſo like his owny : 


that whoſo hears him open, may truly ſay, Luam ſi 


miles habent labra laFucas, like lips like letrice 3 at off 


which the Spirit pointeth in ſaying , And there was gt- 
ven to it a mouth; and proverh it by an argument 
drawne from the fruit of his lips; ſpeaking greet thing 


and blaſphemies, Whereof the Prophet Danel alto 
m- 
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inditech him, forerelling thac he ſhould open his exe” 
crabie mouth , and ſpeake words againſt the . moſt 
High; of which preſumpruous. and blaſphemons 
magniloquence, the holy Ghoſt arraigneth him more 
particularly in the verſe following. .- Oat 
And rhe Prophet alſo fyrther reporreth, that times 
and laws, and great power ſÞould be given into his hand, for 
a time and-times, and the dividing of a time burting 
and bounding his tyrannous reigne and guvernment 
within the ſelf-lame circle and period, as here the 
Spirit doth,by another like prophericall conſtruction, 
ſaying, And power was given unto it to worke forty tw9 
moneths . | 


Ko — — 


PRES a. 


| And he opened his mouth unto blaſphemte agaiaſt God, 


* to blaſpheme his name and Tabernacle, and thoſe which 
dwell in heaven. 


N diſcovering the blaſphemous mouth of Antichriſt, 

the holy Ghoſt dorh firſt and principally challenge 
him far preſuming tolay hand upon his divine and 
ſpiritual] ſword. and to weare the name and title of 
Vicar to the Lamb, which title, narae and honour, 
1s onely due to the Spirit of the Lamb, the onely. mo- 
derator,comforter,& commander of all the Lambs af- 
faires and forces in heaven-and in earth: and of this 


:1.| principall blaſphemy the Apoſtle condemnerh him, 


m ſaying, And he opened his mouth unto blaſphemy againſt 
4. 1, 


} 
4 Go: p 


Next, the Lord challengeth him for preſaming ro 


{| blaſpheme the word of God, ſuperadvancing his who- 
{Iriſh Chucch above the divine erernall teſtimony, in 


and by which the Son of God is named an&knowne 3 
wich contumely. oftered ro his moſt holy word, the 
Lord acconnteth as done to himſelfe ad his maſt 
holy name z for ſo the. holy Ghoſt ſpeaking of chat 


Lord that is fairhfull and trge, why with juſtice jud+ 
D geth 


26 'a# ExpoStTrION of the - _ 
geth and fighrerhy; ſaith} that he was cloathed with a 
farment ſprinkled with dlodd, and bis tieme is called, The | © 
Word of God. The':pourtraitare of which divine and' | © 
efſenrialf wordy- is the ingraven Seripture of his moſt 
holy and written word, and of this ey i the [4 
Spirit indiceth Wet in theſe: words, To blaſpheme his 
name. Lefſe marvel! thenyif like a raging flood, down | | 
bearing all before him, and overflowing all banks of 
obedience towards God; he dare eftol} his curſed 
head abbve all that is called or named God, that is ro 
fay, all magiſtracie, avthoriry and power ſecular, 
which by Gods owne otdinance arid eormmandemenr, 
15 the onely true, lively and immediace repreſenrati- 
cn of his owne perſon, juſtice and government. here 
on earth, in and over all temporall cauſes and per- 
ſons, as well Ecclefiafticall as civill, of which high | 
treaſon one Apoſtle alſo convincerh him, 2 Thell. 2. 
No marvell then, if thus daring to blaſpheme the 
Lord of the houſe and his annointed Depnties,he dare 
blaſpheme the houſe of God, wherein his name ts ho- 
novured, curſing, reviling, and reputing it a houſe of 
{chiſmatiques, hereriques, excommunicares 3 which 
blaſphemous and undeſerved wrong, the holy Ghoſt 
layeth to his charge, in theſe words and his tabernacle. 
And laſt of all, to ſhew that there is neither end 
nor meaſure in his black, preſumpruons and blaſphe- 
mous mouth, the Spirit farther chargeth him with 
blaſpheming the Saints and ſervants of God deceaſed, 
curſing, reviling and condemning their doftrine, and 
yer bleſting, adoring and ereQing their ſhadowes . ſe+ 
pulchers, and ſhrines, for mediators, interceffors, and 
reconciliators betweene God and the finner ; like 
their cnrſed fore elders the Iſraclites, who boaſted [1 
tn the deſcent ol their Father Abraham, and yet blaſ- ye 
- phemed the faith of Abraham their Father, of which þe 
blaſphemous and - indicible contumely againſt the þ 
Son of God, and his moſt holy Spiric, the Apoſtle þ1 
CONn- 


XIII. Chapter of the Revelation. | Fr. 
condemneth him, ſaying; And thoſe that dwell in heaven» 


VERS. 7. I $4 
And it was given unto him to make battel with the Saints; 
and to overcome them ,, and power was given him upon 
every people, tribe, tongue, and Natron. 


AN4 as after lightning followeth chunder, fo after 
Antichriſts blaſphemy followeth his perſecution, 
& the Spirit teſtifiech, ſaying, And it was given him to 
r, [9d battel to the Saints; which the Prophet Daniel by 
rt, ay of expoſficion alſo /plainly ſerteth forth, faxing, 
i- [That he ſhould murther and conſume the Saints ſer+ 
utnts of the moſt High, and with the curſed Philiſtimns 
ould make his feſtivalls of Samſons affliions, — © 
And in further amplification of this his carnifici- 
fury, the Spirit ſerteth forth the largeneſle of his 
ter and commiſſion, by an exceffive loquution, 
oretelling us that it ſhould be ſo large and generall, 
that the fire of his prophane and ſycophantricall keys 
!d take hold upon every nation and tribe ;: as 
we pleaſe rocaſt an eye upon the time paſt, and 
nfer what he had, with what he hath, we ſhall eafi- 
ly diſcerne the meaning of the holy Ghoſt in theſe 
words, And power was given him upon every tribe, people, 
1e- [tongue, and nation. 
ith - — 
ed, | VERS. 8; | | 
nd [And «ll that inhabit the earth adored it, whoſe names be not 
ſe- | written in the booke of life, of the Lamb which was ſlain 
md | from the beginning of the world. | 
ike FF He holy Ghoſt having in the former: part of this 
® Chapter diſcovered the birth, place, perſon, po- 
laf- er, blaſphemic and perſecution of Antichriſt, deſ- 
ich tendeth now tothe deſcription of his creatures and 
otaries, forerellmg us chat they ſhould be ſach 
tely ( for unto ſack onely the particle all is here rc- 
D 2 ſtrained ) 
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ſtrained ) as have their portion and intereſt inthis 
life, whoſe piery, heaven, hope and glory is here, and 
not elſewhere ; which kind of our and overcaſt Chri- 
ſtians, the Spirit deſcribeth by a periphrafis ngoſt pro- 
per:to. their nacurall and inbred. diſpoſition, ſaying, 
they are thoſe that inbabite tht earth 3 therein diſcove. 
ring them as by a difference diviſive from ſuch as are 
the Lords pilgrims and ſtrangers on earth, having 
here no permanent abode or place of reſt, bur ſeck- 


ing the.things which are above, attend with pa. 


rience the revelation ofa life and City to come, not 
made with hands, where their Lord and their Redce- 


mer liverh. | 
And the Spirit proceeding ſheweth furcher, the ſu- 


preme hidden, and unperceivable reafon why the a- 
dorers of Antichriſt thus defiled the ornaments 

their calling, and why they loved lyes more the 
truth, the Beaſts penance, more then Gods repen- 
rance, the Beaſts beliefe, more then faith towards 
God ; the Beaſts miſerable merits, more then the 
fruits of the Spirit, hatred of ſin and love of God, be- 
cauſe ' ( as holy David faith ) they were not found in the 


Lords record, nor written with the righteous : for fo much 
the Spirit unfoldeth, ſaying, whoſe names be not writt 

in the Booke of life, «f the Lamb which was ſlaine from th 
beginngng of the world. 


VER I. 9. 
If any nian have an eare, let him heare. 


Tf Apotic having ſufficiently deciphered the na! 
ture and carriage of Antichriſt and his cteatures, 


_ 
———  — 


commeth now- to diſcover his rewafd and judgment 


which howſoever it tarry lictle or long, is of neceflity 
the reward of finne. But before .the Spirit drawet! 
out his fword, it pleaſeth him in his accuſtomed mer 


cy,to.awake his Chorch and her enemies, and to mc 


them to 4'feare and reyerent attemion, by a general 


T . * 
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ſummons, proclaiming, If any man have an eare,dlet 
him heave, 


DD —— 


ak VERS. 10. 
0*1 He that fhall lead into captivity, goeth into captivity : and 
N21 be that ſball kill with the ſword,” muſt be killed with the 
Ve-} ſword: hereis the patience and the faith of the Saints. 
np He holy Ghoſt in this verſe callech Antichriſt to 
«4.4 © the Barre, and ets him before the world;for the 
{| very hee, on whom the wrath of 'God and his heavy 
__ is to be executed. For he, who under 
colour and pretence of weeding our and rooting up 
of heretiques, hath bi ought into the Church, capti- 
{| vity, inquifirions, tortures and rorments, to the hor- 
{| rible murther and ſlaughter of che Saints, when in 
ſuch caſes (notwithſtanding ) he had: neither pre- 
nor example in the life of rhe Lamb, or kis Apo- 
ſtles ſo to doe ; hee, even hee, faith the Lord, is that 
parts ainſt whom this juſt judgement of raliation is 
laid up in ſtore to be executed-vpon him in that day, 
"1 when the Lord ſhall bring againe the captivity of his 
Church, which for their fins, he hath given up ro the 
fword and fury of the Beaſt, untill ſhe have borne 
the burthen of her ſhame; and (as the Prophet ſaith.) 


A OY 


her perſecutions , and then ſhall be fullfilled thar 
which was ſpoken by the Propher, Wo to thee that 


rergler fey drnſeny wn fmpag peg 
ceaſe to ſpoyle, t e : and when 

is ended. thou (ah be rewarded 4. here alſo the Spirit 
denounceth, conteſting that God ſhall ſcourge him 
with his owne inyeations, and repay him home in his 
4 owne coine, ſaying, He that ſhall lead into captivity, 
er} ſhall goe into captruity, and be that ſhall kill, ſball be killed, 
+4 - Andin conſolation of rhe Spouſe, concludeth;thar 
rai} towſoever Antichriſt and his Delegates fooliſhly 


1 renewed her beaury by her ſorrows, and her glory by Exck, 39 


holed, and waft not ſpoyled :- and didfſt deale wes Iſa. 33+ 


- $6 © An ExPo$ITION of the 
thovght, by affliting the Church , fo deſtr oy rhe 
Church, yer in her affliions, confiſteth the very 
ſtrength and approbarion of her children 3 for by 
the things they ſuifer, they learne obedience, and 
through parience their faith is eSnſecrated, by the 
which they are perfe&ed and made inheritable of the 
promiſe of God : all which mercy and favour is com- 
mended unto them under the hand and ſeale ofaf- 
flifions, by which, theic mad and drunken adverſa- 
ties rhought to conſume them, and like fools did not 
conſider, that as the workman doth fquare the ſtone 
by ſtrokes, and as the Snake doth caft his old skinne 
y through ſharpe ſtones, ſo the Lord doth 
renew his Spouſe by ſtripes, and bruſherh off her old 
afteRions, by paſſing her through the aſperirie of tri- 
bulation 3 which holy and hidden confideration, 
cauſeth the Spirit to honour the ſufferings of the 
intsſo highly, as to aſcribe unto them the chiefeſt 
yes and fupporrations of their precious hope and 
calling, namely, patience and faith, ſaying, Here is the 
patrence and faith of the Saints. 


VERS. 11. 

And I ſaw another Byaſt comming up from the earth, and 
be had two hornes like the Lamb, but he ſpake like the 

Dragon. © | 
He holy Ghoſt in the verſe foregoing, having pro- 
+ nounced ſentence of death againſt Antichriſt,be- 
fore he comes to the execurion thereof, deſcendeth 
to the arraignment and condemnation of his Clergie, 
that. Þ they may be carted'to the valley of Hinnom 
both together, whom the Lord here-figareth under 
the name of the Beaſt, oy rays omg Beaſt; 
mpi ng under fingular, namber. of one 
ff,:by a manner of ſpeech- common: to the; holy 
Scriptures, the whole eorporation and univerfity. of 
lk and lying teachers, who rom the firſt Eremite, 


IRR ! 17 47 . Hypocrite, 
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Hypocrite, Father,}Prieſt, Noph, Fryer,to the laſt 
trumping and yagabond Leſuie, have avouched the 
honour and adoration of Antichi iſt, And is moſt-apt- 
ly decipbered by their earthly, ſenſuall, and divelliſh 
minds,.in pointing to their countrey and place of ex- 
tration, whence and where ſuch weeds doe grow, 
ſaying, comming up from tbe earth. And commendegh 
their making and acquaintance tout, by rwo exqui» 
fite.rokens, the one their perfon, the othes. their do- 
&rine. Touching their ſhape and perſon, the $pi- 
rit faith, that it was iv robe and exterjour apPea- 
rance, the very face and countenance ofthe Lamb, 
deckr and garniſbed with his owne two hornes,-to 
wit, the Law and the Goſpel, wherewith the Lamb 
doth fave and. kill ; for ſo the Spirit faith, And:he had 
two hornes like the Lamb. Mid 
But as concerning che uſe and force of the hamey, 
theSpirir faith, they were therein ſo contrary +6 che 
Lamb, that when they did open, either ro-reach the 
Law or preach the Goſpel, they ſpake and taught like 
the Dragons DoRours, and like the Pricſts of-Jopi- 
ter, teaching and preaching unto the children. of the 
world; that they ought ro worſhip the God of ;hea- 
ven, as rhe Dragons Prieſts had raughr their fathefs 
to worſhip the Gods of the heathen. Which dereſta- 
ble prophanation of the wotſhip of Go4, and prepo- 
ſterous adoration of his name, the Spirit deteRezh, 
in ſaying, But he ſpake like the Dragon. | 


VERS. 12. | 

And all the power of tbe firſt Beaſt he did in his fight, and 

be mage the wb hou the inhabjtants ri adere 
the fiſt Beeft, whoſe waund of death was cured. 

-DY the power of the firſt Beaſt, is meant the pur- 

poſe and plot of the Dragon, for the upholdiog 

and eſtabliſhmenc of their falle and. godlefle religion, 

to the prophanation and exindien of the crue; wor- 


1 7 Co. 


ſhip 
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ip and ſervice 'of God , which foraſmuch as he 
&vuld nor efte& by force and open enmitie, I meane 
by rhe bloody pertecutions of his prophane and Eth- 
nic 


k Czlars, he did-deviſe to put a new ſtring to his ' 


old bow, and to work it out hy fraud and -falſhood of 
friends, and thereupon perfwaded his Ethnick C#- 
fars, that-in policic it was the beſt to play Chriſtians, 
foraſmuch as the world was now fo given, as Ow 
with all tfs idols muſt needs give place to Chriſt, -be- 
cauſe moſt voices went that way. | 
:: Atid the betrer to bring the myſtery of iniquiry ro 
paſſe; he cauſed his nzw chriſtened Czſars ro'ſerup a 
race-of ſycophanticall , high, and princely Pricfts,who 
under colour of profering the affaics of the Lamb, 
ſhonld'cunningly clap Fupiters coat upon the Lambs 
back, and beſtow all the ceremonies and ritualls of 
Jupiter and his idolls upon Chrift'; thar ſo,by rurning 
qiters _ into-Chi iianiſme, he might rumne 
the worſhip of God into Paganiſme'and idolatry, and 
eHat fo, he might at the leaſt, prophane and deſolate 
che'true worſhip of the true God, ' whoſe Majeſty and 
truch'of deitie, they could no way blemiſh. 
"And for the betrer ſucceſſe in this rheir projet, 
ſhould cauſe to be erefted throughout all Kingdomes 
an8'Narions, certaine covents and fwarmes of falſe, 
unpodly and profſtirured Clerks, who by avonching 
did maivraining againſt ail commers, that Anrichriſts 
name is Simon Peter ; and that rhe ſupremacie his 
'Czxlſars and his Kings gave him, is the very keys of 
heaven and hell, which the Lamb commircred ro the 
diſpenſation of his Saints and ſervants: and that the 
throne and ſear of wickednefſe, is Peters Chaire and 
Sea Apoſtolique ; 'and that the exectable forme of 
Fo wt worſhip, wherein his Lords and Czars de- 
iphted, is the very true worſhip audſervice of God, 
which the Lamb and his Apoſtles delivered: - -- 
- » And by theſe miſts, legerdemains, and new editi- 
| 5 hs - +» * £-ON8 
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ons of old idolatry, ſhould eſtabliſh in the fight of 
Antichriſt, the ſelfe ſame prophanarion, and devout 
impiety, which his Antec«flors the Czfars fo ardent- 
ly embraced ; for io much the Spiiir rippeth up, in 
laying, And all the power of the firſt Beaſt he did in the 
fight .of Antichriſt : aud thereby lo ſtrongly deluded 


. and ſeduced the chiliren of diſobedience ( moſt pro- 


pet y here, as elſewhere, deſcribed by rhe name of 
the earth and the inhabntants therein ) that they !oathed 
the Sacrifices of the God of heaven, and refuſed to 
wotſhip; 'as the Lord commanded, and choſe rarher 
( as the Spirit faith ) to adore the firſt Beaſt, thar is . 
to ſay, to worſhip the God of their fathers. as the 
Dragon commanded then, juſt after the preſcriprion 
of his Czſars, and manner of the heathen. ' 


_ And that we may the bertet differne, from whom 


thoſe Proftors of Don Antichriſt borrowed this their 
abominable Church ſervice, the Spirit remembrech 
the repaired wound of their. maſters creditors pate, 
mentioned in the third verſe, Whoſe wound of death 
was cured. ; 


Þ WT 
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"al VERS. 13. 
And he did many figues, ſo that he made fire to come downe 
+ from heaven to the earth, in the fight of men. In 


J=** holy Ghoſt having arraigned and condemned 
the Clergy of Antichriſt, touching their dofrine, 
oceederh further to detet their abomination and 
gery in ſeeking to confirme their falſe dotrine by 
lying fignes and works of wonder 3 condemning 
herein, firſt their vanity 3 ſecondly their pre- 
prion, For as nothing can be more yaine and 


-pngodly, then to ſeeke by lying fignes' and wonders 
r 


tþ confirme the dofrine of the Lamb and his ſer- 
vants, which is all ſufficiently eſtabliſhed by their 
owne magnificent and divine miracles, unto which 
the Church of God upon het allegiance is enjoyned 
12-020 "200 tg 
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to ſubſcribe : ſo nothing can be more preſymptious 
and wicked, then to attempt by fignes and wonders 
the confirmation of any other doftrine then that 
which the Lamb and his rwo witneſſes haye ſealed 
and delivered unto us, according to the ſtature of 
God, Deur. 13. 
' And though their ſignes were many, as the Spirit 
reporteth, ſaying, he did many fignes ; yet were 
they but forgeries and lies, nor wrought in truch and 
dignity, but in falſhood and fallacy, as our Lord him- 
ſelfe and his ſervant Paul foretold us, Mat. 24, ; 
2. In whichregard the holy Ghoſt, ſquaring the mi- 
racles of theſe exorciſts afrer rhe rale of rheic do- 
Arine, which was in ſhew the Lambs, bur in truth the 
divels ; calleth alſo their lying fignes., heavenly 
fires, fayMg, So» that he made fire to come downe from 
heaven to the earth, in the ſight of men : not thar th 
were in deed and in truth ſo, but that they ſeemed {c 
to be, in the eyes of men,becauſe they were wrought 
by theſe vagabond exorciſts, under a pretended and 
colourable imitation of the name of the Lord Jeſas, 
who of all heavenly powers and fires is the true Lord 
and foveraigne commander 3 ſo theſe Clerks of Anti- 
chriſt muſt be futable in their wickedneſle, Sans 
their doring was oppoſite to the truth of Chriſt, ſo 
their wonders might contrary the power of Chriſt, þy 
2 colourable imitation of the miracles of Chriſt, and 
mighr be a true and perfe&'depravation of the ſame, 


Cr IIE————_— 


' :* VERS. 14, | 
And he ſeduced the inhabitants on the earth," through the 
; ſigner which were given bim to doe in the fight of the 
| Beaſt, ſaying unto them Fee _ on the ho the Fes 
 ſbould make the image of the Beaſt which | tr; 
of the ſword and veth. | (+4. © 
AN the Spirit farther diſcloſing the happy ſuc- 
< Þ cefſe of theſe unhappy brokers and flayes of An- 
« ; . | « TICNII 
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richriſt rouching their miſts and miracles, foreteller®? 
us, that as the firſt Elias, by the miracles of heavenly 
ut | fire, did induce and draw the good unto the feare of 
ed | God, ſo theſe impoſters of Antichriſt, by the lure of 
of} their falſe and lying fires, | ſhould ſeduce and draw all 
|} dungehilland earthly minded men from the feare of 
Fit] God, m ſuch fure and devored forr,as that they ſhould 
ere | perſwade them to make the piſure and image of the 
nd} Beaſts Religion, and to embrace and  fuch a 
m-} Chriſtianiſme, as ſhould in all points counretfeir and 
| reprefenr the Paganiſme of the Dragon ; atciring and 
ni-{ decking Fupiters prophanation with the holy and ho- 
nourable names of *God, Jeſus, Spirir, Scriptures, 

the} Chorch, Sacraments, Saints, (Fc. like excellent Co- 
nly | medians who deck themſelves with Crownes, Scep- 
romj ters, Purples, and repreſentations of Kings, when as 
hey indeed they are bur the idleſt and baſeſt of the peo- 
d lof ple. And as the Lord commanded his ſervant Moſes 
ght] toercR fuch a tabernacle of witnefſe here on earth, 
and} asſhould be in all points after the idea, modell and 
ſus} platforme of that divine and eternall Tabernacle 
ord} which he ſaw in the monnrt : fo Aritichriſt ( Lord of 
nci-} miſrule ) commanded his propudious Clergie to cauſe 
5} all people, nations 'and Kingdomes, to fer up ſach a 
» ſo] Chriiſtianiry as ſhould in all poinrs anſwer the idea, 
sÞy| modell and platforme of that prophane and execra- 
and} ble heatheniſme wherewith he faw the Genriles ena- 
ume. moured 3 and hereby ſo ſtrongly ſeduced the inha- 
—- | biranes on earth, that they verily thought the myſery 
df iniquity to be pure and andefiled chriſtianity, and that 
the abomination of deſolation, foreſpoken by Dantel the 
Prophet, is the only true, ancient, 'Catholique and 
Apoftolique rigs z teaching them thar periſh by con- 
fencing yneq hes, rhar chey. oughr t& worſhip God as 
the' Gentiles did worſhip Jupitet ; perfwading chem 
that as the Gentiles had their Are, ſo Chriftians muſt 
have their &ta7s3 and as the heathen had _—_ 
pL? | | | y 


Re 
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bloody Sacrifices, ſo Chriſtians muſt have their unbloody 
ſacrifices; and offer bread and wine to God,as the hea- 
chendid to Ceres and Bacchus 3 and as the Pagans had 
their Pontifex maximus, ſo Chriſtians myſt have their 
Pope 7 and as Erhaicks. had their Sacerdotes, ſo muſt 
Chriſtians have their Prieſts ; and g5 the Gentiles had 
their Gods and Goddeſſes, ſo muſt Chriſtians have their 
be ſaints and ſhe ſaints ; and gs the Dragon had his 
Pantheon, ſo Antichriſt muſt have his Al} ſaints ; and 
as theheathen had their idells, ſo Chriſtians muſt have 
their images 3} and «s the Pagans did conſecrate their 
Temptes to idolls, ſo Chriſtians muſt dedicate. their 
Churches to Sgints 3 and as the Ethnicks had their 
ſupplications, ſo Chriſtians muſt have their proceſſions ; 
and as the Gentiles had their Luſtrgtions,fo Chriſtians 
muſt have their holy water 3 and as the Dragon in 
his Church- ſervice had his Cerez, fo Antichriſt in his 
Church-ſervice muft have Candles 3 and as [the Dra- 
gon had his Acerre or Tharibles, ſo Antichriſt muſt 
have his Cenſors 3 and as the Dragon had his Novendi- 
all ſacrifices, fo myſt Antichriſt have his Maſſes of Re- 
quiem 3 and as.the Dragon had his Hecatombes, fo An- 
tichriſt muſt have his Trentals: 3 and as the Dragon had 
his Colledges Sodalium and Arvalium fratrum, ſo muſt 
Antichriſt have his Cloiſters of Monks and Friers 3 and 
as the Dragon kad his Veſtals,, ſo Antichriſt muſt have 
his Nanns and Sanfimomals ; and as the Dragon did 
celebrate: the birth dayes of his Ceſars, ſo Antichriſt 
muſt ſolemnize the nativity of bis Saints ; and as the 
Dragon had his Anacb, ſo muſt Antichriſt have his 
Legends ;and:as the Dragon had his ſeculeria SpeZacule, 
to Antichriſt muſt have his Jabilees 3 and as the Dra- 
gon had his Bacchanals, fo Antichriſt muft have 
his Caraivels 3. and as the Dragon had his Lypeneries, 


fo muſt Antichriſt have his Stewes 3 and as the Dra- | 


gon had his mchanters, ſo Antichriſt muſt have his 
Exorcſts ; and ws Dragon had his 4ſjla, ſo Anti- 
'Chrift muſt haye his SanfFnaries 3 and as the Dragon 
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had his Exequies and Parentals , ſo Antichrift muſt 
have his Diriges and his de profundis ; and as the Dra- 
gon had his comitia centwriata, ſo Antichriſt muſt have 

is Councels &cumenicall ; and as the Beaſt had his 
comitia Curiata, ſo Antichriſt muſt have his Councells 
Provinciall ; and as the Dragon did druifie his Ceſars, 
ſo muſt Antichriſt Canonize his Saints; and as the 
Dragon enaRted civil lawes, ſo Antichriſt muſt ena 
canon lawes ; atid as the Dragon had his imperiall Re- 
ſcripts, ſo Antichriſt muſt have his Decretal Epiſtles ; 
and as the Dragon had his Tribunitiall interceſſions, ſo 
Anrichriſt moſt have his uncontrollable interdiions ; 
and as the Dragon had and uſed his Proſcriptions, fo 
Antichriſt muſt have and ufe his: excommunicattons , 
and as that Beaft commanded his heathen to pleaſe 
their goddeſſe Tuzo with Cane wota libens, fo this Beaſt 
commanded Chriſtians to pleaſe their God with 
vowes 3 and as the Dragon had his Triceps Hecate, fo 
Antichriſt muft have his Triple Tiara, to fignific his 
triple pretended juriſdiftion ; and as the Dragon 
had his Hexphoron, ſo muſt Antichriſt be carried up 
«nd downeF, briefly, as the Dragons Prieſts did reach 
the heathen ro worſhip Iupiter as God, ſo  Antichriſts 
Clergy muſt reach their Chriſtians ro worſhip God as 
Inpiter 3 and look what forme of religion, what manner 
of life the Dragon led, the ſame muſt Antichriſt in his 
perſon parallel and maintaine. 

And to the end we way undoubtedly diſcern what 
and of whoſe image the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, the Spirit 
remembreth now the third time his recured wound, 
which here,ſpeaking more plainly oor, he calleth th: 
ſtroke of a ſw#rd;not \ har it was the only ſtroke(for ma- 


.ny ſwords did pierce the Dragon, as his had pierced 
' many) but the firſt ſtroke ofa ſword, which from the 


beginning and rifing of the Dragons Empire and regi- 
ment by Czfars, did temeaſure the fury of the ſword 
upon his own head and chair of ſtare; as the Spirit no- 
teth ſaying, which, had the ſtroke of the ſword, and _ 
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And it was given to him to give ſpirit to the image of the 
Beaft, and that the image of the Beaſt ſhould ſpeake, and 
ſhould make that whoſoever honoured not the image of the 
Beaſt be ſlaine. 
Nd ſach art and perſwafible power was given to 
thoſe inchanters and apoſtares of Antichrift, that 
they infuſed ſuch a quickning ſpirit, ſuch a life, gi- 
ving anirhation.into the Erhnick dead and deſolate i- 
mage of the Dragons religion, by guilding it overs 
with the reverend, divine and honorable names of 
God omniporent, Chriſt Jeſus the righteous, his holy 
Spirit, his precious bload, his ſacred word, his bleſ- 
ſed Sacraments, &c. that they cafily perſwaded the 
blear-eyed world to think and belceve, that the exe- 
crable- forme and image of Fupiters abomination, 
commanded by the Dragon and his Czſars, was the 
very true worſhip and ſervice of God, commanded by 
the Lamb and his ſervants ; and that the pifture of 
Fupiter Olympius, which their Lord Epiphanes had ſec 
up and placed in Sanffum Sanftorum, was the very 
Ark, and propitiatory of God, ſet up and eretted by 
Moſes his ſervant 3 and their abominable myſticall 
Maſſe, the Sacrificeof an unbloody Meſlias, made of 
bread of their owne baking ( which the Patriarks, 
Prophers and Apoſtles never heard nor dreamed of ) 


is a Sacrifice not Euchariſticall, but propitiatory,and Þel 
ſo all-ſufficient for the aronement and reconciliation | 


of God unto the ſinner, as if it were figured aud ſea- 
ledin the precious blood of the Lord of the Cove- 


nant 3 and that the horrible prophane and dereſta- F 
ble ſupper of Thyeſtes, is the very true, holy and com- | 


fortable commemoration of the Lords love in giving 
his life for the children of rhe Church, and their 
thankſall communion and celebration- of the fame: . 


Rors 


And by cheſe and ſuch like inchantments,theſe Pro- Þto 


ory” , | . bagf __ « 
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Qors of Apxichriſt ſo baffled and blinded the Princes, 
and ProreRors of their Fynagogues,thar they inzeal'd- 
| them ro authorize and erc& inquifitions, executions, 
and torments againſt all fuch as refuſe ro honour and 
adore the idol-ſervice and deſfolation of their Antio» 
c<hus ; and that all ſuch as doe bur mutrer againſt the 
magnificence of their Church and herworſhip, which 
all the world adoreth, ſhould be accounted as Infelicx 
Lolium, weeds, Lollards, Heretiques, excommunt- 
cates, and ſonnes of death, to the admirable confir- 
mation of the Spirits prediQion in this place, ſaying, 
that it was given to him to give ſuch ſpirit to the image of 
the Beaft, that the image of the beaſt ſhould ſpeake, and 
make that whoſoever honoxred not the image of the beaſt, be 


ſlaine. 
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And he ſhould make all little and great, rich and poore, free 
of and bond, to have a Charatter in thetr right hand, or on 
their fore-heads. 


ry [A Nd the power of theſe proſtibulous Clerks was fo 
by |; catholique and univerſall , that they cauſed all 
x11 [Kingdomes and Nations ( figured here by a nume- 
of {ation of their eſtates, conditions and callings , little, 
is, {eat rich, poore, bond, free ) to confederate and unite 
f) Þhemfclves by a reſolute and determinate purpoſe of 
nd Pelieving .and living after the laws and preſctiprions 
on Þf Antichriſt ; which league of voluntary and reſo- 
a- te I. the Spirit calleth the charaFer of the: 


re Ped : for as unity and love in truth, and a reſolved, 
ta- Purpoſe to live after the Commandements of God, 
m-. Þ the Charaer and cognizance of the Lamb : ſo u- 
ng Pity, conſpiration and banding againſt the truth, 


h refolation to live afcer the traditions of Anti-. 
iſt, is the creſt 2nd charaQter of the Beaſt.. Which 
xofeſſion of obedience was ſo ſtudiouſly — 
an 


60. . At EXpoOSITION of the 
and with fuch joy received of all the clients and crea-+ 
tures of Antichriſt, that rhe Spirit ſaith, they did no 
lefſe pride themſelves in their errors and abominati- 
ons, then in the wearing of their bracelecs and a- 
billements, delivering it in manner of ſpeech uſuall 
with holy Scripture, when it intendeth to expreſle an 
ardenr and hearty affe&ion approved both by word 
and ation, by pratiſe and profeſſion, as Deut. 6. 8. 
and 11.18. where the holy Ghoſt uſerh the ſelfe ſame 
phraſe, in thetr right hand, or oft their foreheads. 


| 

Es "VERS. 95+, | | 

And that no man may buy or ſell but he that hath the chara- 
Fer or the name of the Beaſt, or the namber of his name. | < 


Nd in further proofe that Antichriſt and his apo-J , 
ſtaticall Clergy ſhou'd drive the Nule of their 1m- 
p'ery home to the very head, the Spirir faich, that by 
them and meanes of cheir auchority, ic ſhould be e: 
nated, :hac none ſhould trade or live ( fox ſo much g 
the inhibirion of buyiag and ſelling doth inferre ) 
bur ſuch as acknowledge and adore the prerogativeſ i 
royall, religion and diſcipline of the Beaſt and his ho-j C 
ly Catholique Church ( for ſo by a figurative kind off b 
blaſphemy ſhe muſt be called) as is confirmed byj © 
Antichriſt himſelfe, then named Martin the fifr, in his {7 
Bull dire&ed to the inquiſi:ors of herericall pravity} #4 
( for ſo it pleaſerh him to terme the profeſſion of rhef Ke 
truth ) Nec dymicilia habeent, riec laremt foveant, nec con-| ie 
trans ineant, nec negotiationes (F mercaturas  exerceanty 
nec hamanitatis ſolatia cum Chriſti fidelibus habeant, 8c} Be 
All whica their domineering, rage or madneſſe, the [+ 
i 

6 

as 

Tac 


holy Ghoſt by way of previſion moſt admirably epi 
romizeth in theſe words, And that nm man may buy 
ſell ( no one excepted our of the King of Babylon 
decree ) fave thoſe onely that carry his gning an 
fic(h-mark in their handsor hearts, as Beaſts gr | 
NOM tneil 


iy 2d Kingdame of men, ay the ſpeaking and ſtile 
| © 
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their fells, meaning fuch as under or a'ove boord, 
-privately or in - publique, are obſtinately and reſo- 
lately devoted to live and dye as the Beaſt comman- 
deth ; which the Spirit unfoldech in ſaying, But he 
that hath the CharaFer, or are otherwiſe allied as it 
were by way of cognomination unto Antichry-ſt or his 
Church Catholique, and are hereafter cleped Papiſts 
or Catholiques, revealed in theſe words, Or the name 
of the Beaſt ; or laſt of all, are found to 1dore within 
the very verge or liſts of his reigne and Empire Pon- 
tificiall, here butred and bounded within the c:rcle 
and comprehenſion of theſe words, Or the number of 
his name,of whichmore at large in the verſe following. 


——_._ ——— 
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VERS. is. 


Here is wiſdome ; he that hath underſtanding , let him 
count the number of the Beaſt, for it 1s the number of 4 
man, and bis number is ſix hundred fixty fix. 


T* holy Ghoſt intending to reveale in this verſe, 
the ſecrer councell and purfofe of God, concer- 
Qing the period and finall end of Antichriſt and his 
Church-dominion, prepareth his Reades to attention 
by a little ſhorr Preface, intimating that it is the dif- 
covery of a myſtery and point of high underſtanding, 
ſaying, Here is wiſdome ; wherein leſt we ſhould over- 

ly judge ( as many have done ) the Spirit ma- 


4 keth choice of his auditors, and adderh for a bar, not 


he that will, bur he that can, and hath underſtand- 
ing, let him audite and count rhe number of the 
Beaſt 3 He that hath underſtanding, tet him count the num- 
of the Beaſt ; whom leſt we ſhould imagine to be a 
irir or Other creature of ſtrange ſhape ( as ſome 


—_ vainly phantafied) the Spirir calleth him « man, 


aying,For it is the number of a man, comprehending by 
panecdone under the word Man, a ſucceſfive ſtate 


f 


Icrofalem, 'of which Citie and Temple, there is not 
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of the Prophets : for ſo the Lord informed his ſer- 
vant Moſes to ſpeake, Let my ſonne goe, that is, let my 
Feople of iſrael depart 3 and ſoin Damel, under the 
forme and name of foure ſingular Be-ſt:,aqe defigned 
foure ſeverall Monarchies, moſt of them containing a 
long ſucceſſion of many Monarchs, 'The Ramme which 
thou ſaweſt are the Kings of the Medes and Perſians : af- 
rer which mauner of ſpeaking, the Spirit ſpeakerh al- 
ſo in'this place; and under the name of a man, preſent- 
eth unto us the whole race 4rd fucceffion' of men of 
ſane, whoſe-rotall ſumme is one Anticluift , the 
bounds and limirs of whoſe dominion and tyranny, 
the holy Ghoſt imp-leth within the circuit of a 'cer- 
taine ſure prefixed period and determinate nun ber 
of yeares, ſaying, And the number of him is fix hundred 
ſixty ſix- Wherein many, as well ancient as late wri- 
ters ('as inthe reſt ) have vainly imagined, that 
Antichriſt is one ſingular perſon, which'muſt ſuddenly 
ſtart up; and afrer three civill yeares and a halfe de- 
part againe;and that he muſt bee by birth a Iew; and 
of the Tribe of Dan, when notwithilanding thoſe 

urſed Scatterbags have neither Tribe nor ſhadow of 
Tr:be leframongſt them;and that he muſt reigne in 


any one: ſtone teft upon another; and that he muſt 
kill Enoch and Elias, who are to' appeare about the 
Kalends of Greece ; with divers Other "ſuch legen- 
dary phanrtafies, never meant nor ſent from God: fo 
in this point alſo concerning the number of Anti- 
chriſt, they have given np an account fo far from the 
andire of truth, as nothing can be more. And as men 
that thovghr it worth the labour to find a knor in a 
ruſh. ſo by a conceited framing and anagramming of 
letters, they have endeayoured 'to find ont ſuch a 
name, as by charaQers might expreſs the number 
666 3 and withall might ſomething ſquare either 
with the name, nature, blaſphemic or refidenee of 


the 
Ls» 
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the Biſhops of Rome, as aa7iw'S, 74irav agus for 
& QIU ts A0paTETIS ERNANGIC FT AIRG:s PARGUETES,aD T6405, 
Reminh Adonikam, filius perditioms, (gc., whereunto 
alſo may be added rhe covjetures of John Wickiiffe, 
Zehn Bale, Francis Junius, men otherwiſe of good and 
worthy memory m che Chuich of God 3 as alſo the 
conjectures. of others as woithy and honourable as 
they, that have reſc1ied the number of 666, ro the 
time of &Amijchriſts revealing and yeare of riſing, 
when norwirhſtanding ir is a ſtzange voyce, and nor 
knowne to the earcs of the Scriptures, for the word 


. number to be uſed for the beginning and riſing of any 


rerme of time limited aiid predicted by the Prophets, 
but onely for the end, period, and determination 
thereof. 


. Bur if ir were lawſull ro file in fo grave an inqut 


, fition, amoneſt all phancaſticall charmes and cabali- 


ſticall conjeftures ypon this word number, rhere is 
none more ridiculons then that which moſt pleaſeth 
our Rhetoricall Rhemiſts, who by a-rare ſuppuration 
of charaers, have as rounudly found our the Beaſts 
number. as the Sodomires did the doors of Lot, in the 
name Luderus, which in the Almain tonpve is the 
name of Luther ; and alchough we are fure,. they 
cannor ſo mvch as chink upon the poor Frier Luther, 
bur for very feare they ſtinke all the world over; 
yet this device fo tickleth the Clergy of Antichriſt, 
that they pretend to laugh for joy. Bur as for their 
refixed time of three na:urall or civill yeares and a- 
Ife (which they allot ro the reigne and rage of 
their Antichriſt ) ir doth ſo unevenly ſquare with 
Luther or Lucherans conrinuancezthart rhele miſerable 
Sardonians are faine to cat thrir word, and ro endure 
the fooliſh world to laugh ar chem, whiles. as dying 
they faine would ſeem to langh ar it. But to leave 
theſe curſed leaders of the curſed, blind, and rerurne 
againe to thoſe that haye chought ro calculate and 
2 
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find out the myſtery of Antichiiſts number 666 ina 
word, at a word we lay they are deceived and erre, 
not knowing the power and conſtrofion of the 
Scripture. 

For firſt, by the word name, delivered in the for- 
wer verſe, in theſe words, Or the number of his name, 
is meanc the very ex'{t-nce and pe: ſon of the man of 
fin, by a propriety of ſpeech common to holy Scrip- 
tures, as Aﬀr Li. 15. Apoc. 3. 4. & It. 13, where 
( by an Hebraiſme ) names fignifie men, and are con- 
yerted wi:h the parties and perſons themſclves, as 
the name of God in holy Scripture is often raken for. 
God himſelfe : and therefore as in the former verſe, 
the Scripture callcth ir- the number of his name, ſo in 
this verſe, he callecth ic the aumber of a man, under- 
ſtanding by a man ( as is aforeſaid ) rhe rotail ſum of 
that ſucceſſion of beaſtly men, which make and con- 
ſtirvte the exiſtence and perſcn of one Antichrift : 
and by the word number, is meant the fatall end and 
final! determination of rheir reigne and government: 
for ſo the finger of God ſpeaketh to Beiſhazzar, God 
hath numbred thy Kingdome, thar is, God hath ended 
and finiſhed the dayes of thy Kingdome : ſo thar the 
number of his name, or the number of the man, is nothing 
elſe but the period and finall determinarion of the u- 
ſarped tyranny and domination of Anrichriſt ; which 
the Lamb, the Lord and preſerver of Iſrael, for the 
glory of his rame, conſolation of his. Church, and 

confuſion of her focs,with a mighty and ourſtrerched 
arme fhall bring ro paſſe in che yeare which ſhall 
be 666. 

For foraſmuch as the egge of Antichriſtianiſm was 
hid in the dayes of Innocent the firft, ſucceſſor 10 Ana- 
Faſtus the firſt alſo of that name, in the yeare of fal- 
vation 405. as's before declared 3 arid thar by ex- 
. © Prefle commiſtion, there was ferithermore granted ro 
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the Beaſt, his heirs and ſucceffors 1260, years, the 
, ; e 
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the hatching; foſtering and perſeRing this child of 
perdirion afid myſtery of iniquity, which being added 


| 10 406; by rule of true audite muſt needs verifie this 


admirable jucgement, which the Spirit of God hath 
here denounced and determined to make good upon 
him in the yeare which ſhall be 1666. 1n which ac- 
count and diſcovery of his end,the holy Ghoſt of pur- 
poſe leaverh out the ini'!lenary number, as not onely 
knowne perſe and immutable ( for that theſe vile 
and evill dayes ſhall nor eXceed more thouſands then 
one)bur as reſpeRing alſo the common uſe of all Na- 
gfi0ns AS well Hebrews as Gentiles, who in their ſtiles 
(for brevitie ſake)do no leffe often ſpeak and write by 
th'imperfe&t number,cmirting the n iHenary,then at- 
rer the perſe&, adding the millenary , as Munſter well 
obſerveth, | 
And in that year my Lord of Rome ſhall lay down his 
proud waves-and alth-ugh he fcrtific never (o ſtrong, 
and lay his foundation as low as hell,and build his 'ur 
rets as high as heaven,and place his Miter above the 
ſtars, yer in tharday he ſhall die the death of the un- 
circumciſed, and periſh like the Amorite,whole fruit is 
deſtroyed from above,and root from beneath;and the 
multicude of his oftences ſhall conſume the mulritude 
cf his forces 3 and it ſhall be moore poſlible for hzm and 
eaſte unto him, ro weigh the fire, or meaſure the 
wind, or call againe the day thar is paſt, or recover 
the verdure of the withered grafſe ( as a ho'y one 
faith ) rhen to avoid this counſel1 and decree of his 
dowrfall here determined by the Spirit againft himz 
ſaying, And the number of him is 666. 

And then allKingdoms and people ſhall ſee th'erere 
niry of thar erernall City(as one of her own calleth is) 
and th'immorrality of her ſoul.meaning the ſoveraign 
power and ſupremacie of her Czſars and high Pricfts, 


to wither, dic, and ſorſake- the earth for ever; and 


25 Babylon her 'morher left unto her cVinheritance 


of 


Vide Calen- 
darium Hes | 
bratcum 
S:baſtians 4 
Munſtert. 
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of her pride and prophanationz, ſo ſhall ſhe allo leave 
unto her the hericage of her death and judgements : 
for as her glory hath been great, ſo ſhall her diſh>- 
nour, when all her excellency ſhall be tranſlated into 
ſhame and ſorrow. _— E 

Now therfore as King Belſhazzar cried aloud,when | 
he ſaw the hand-writing againſt him,that they ſhould 
bring the Chdldeans, Aſtrologians and inchanrers to 
read and interpret 3 ſo thou that once and long be- 
fore our dayes,haft been deemed by Laws of all Nati- 
Ons a power ſo ſoveraigne and holy, call now abour 
thee thy Councell and thy Clergy ( who call chem, 
ſelves good men, learned and wiſe, whoſe onely grace 
is to love anriquiry, gravity, wiſdorme and conſtancy ) 
call chem I fay, cloath them with purple and chaine 
them with gold, yer ſhall they nor deliver chee from 
this judgement ro come; but as the mill-ſtone 
which che :1.ighty Angel rooke and caſt into the ſea, 


which may nor riſe and float againe, with ſuch vio- 

lence thou and thy Church in that houre ſhall be 

thrown down, and ſhall be found no more. 

And all ſuch Kings on earth,or rather Kings of carth, 
whoſe love thou haſt ſtollen,ro che loſle of their ſouls, 

that have lived in drunkenueſfſe,delights and wanton- 


nefſe wich chee, ſha!l weep and waile for thee ( as for | 


their firſt-borne ) when they ſhill lee the ſmoake of | 
thy rorm--nrs aſcend, and the Apples which thy ſoule 
laſted after, ro depart from thee, and no man to buy 
thy traſh and commodiries any more + for that God | 
which judgeth thee, is a ſtrong Lord,and thy derifion 
fhall be the joy and Allclujah of Sion. , 

But her fai-e ad hacyon day may not long en- 
dure before the Lord ( thar with juſtice judgerh and 
fighrerh ) (hall come in the clouds of heaven,to ren- 
der unto every man according ro the wayes whereia 
his heart hath wa'ked, as more direRly is revealed in 
the 20; Chapter followirig. Bur as concerning rn, 
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* | by the Prophet, Verily the Lord of hoafts will doe no- | 
" thing, but he revedleth his ſecrets unto his Servants the Ames 3. 7s 
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day and houre of the comming of that Lord, who for 
the glory of his name ſhall bring theſe things to pafle, 
it is faſt ſealed up in the treaſury of God, far beyond 
pe aime of all his ſervanrs on earth, or Angels in hea» 

en; and yet his beloved ſervant Damelis bold in 
ſpirit, and ſayerh downe the yeare to be the five and 
fortierh yeare ( according to his Chaldaicall fuppr- 
ration ) afrer rhe conſumption and extermination of 
Antichriſt, that it may be fulfilled which was ſpoken 


Prophets. 
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And from the time that the daily Sacrifice ſhall be taken 
away, and the abomination that maketh deſolate ſet up, 
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there ſhall be a thouſand two hundred and ninety dayes. 


Bleſſed is he that waiteth and commeth to the thouſand 
three hundred and five and thirty dayes. 


But goe thou thy way till the end be : for thau (halt reſt» 
 * end ſtand up inthy ht,at the end of the dayes. | 


FINTIS. 


